
 

 

 

 

“There is no such thing as a child who hates to read; there are only children who have not found the right book.”  

The following list includes only books that I have personally read and would fully recommend to my class. They all fall into the 9-12 age range so would be perfect for Years 

5 & 6. I already purchased and have read some of these books, so if you would like to borrow one, ask! Happy reading… 

(Even though I loved reading some of these books, the books highlighted in grey are HIGHLY recommended!)   

Book 
Cover 

Title Author A Brief Guide… 

 

Popcorn Robert 
Harrell 

Andrew's just trying to get through school photo day with one aim: a photo of him 

which his mum will like. But today of all days, the world seems out to get him. There's a 

bully, the science experiment gone wrong, scary news about his grandmother, and 

someone else's juice snot (don't ask). Andrew struggles with anxiety, and the little 

kernel of worry in his stomach is getting hotter and hotter . . . 

Can he make it through the day without popping? 

 

Zak Monroe is (not) 
My Friend 

Simon 
Packham 

Sam has been best friends with Cal, Fin and Jay for EVER. They're all about to move 

up to a new school together - scary but exciting. 

But then he overhears them saying they're not going to put him on their Friends Lists! 

So Sam will be stuck in a different tutor group with a lot of kids he doesn't know. 

Help! 

How can Sam convince them to change their minds? 

Can he keep on hiding his new friendship with ‘weird’ new boy Zak Monroe? And what 

will happen when these two sides of Sam's life collide? 

 



 

Murder Most 
Unladylike  

Robin 
Stevens 

At Deepdean School for Girls, Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong have set up their own 

detective agency. But they are struggling to find any real crimes to 

investigate. (Unless you count the case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which they don't.) 

 

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym. To add to 

the mystery, when she and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has 

disappeared. Now Hazel and Daisy not only have a murder to solve: they have to prove 

one happened in the first place. 

 

The Bubble Boy 
Stewart 
Foster 

 
 

Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his hospital room, with its 

beeping machines and view of London's rooftops. His condition means he's not allowed 

outside, not even for a moment, and his few visitors risk bringing life-threatening 

germs inside his 'bubble'. But then someone new enters his world and changes it for 

ever. 

 

Classic Read 

Alex Rider- 
Stormbreaker 

Anthony 
Horrowitz 

Nothing prepares 14-year-old Alex Rider for the news that the uncle he 

thought he knew was really a spy for MI6 – Britain's top-secret intelligence 

agency. 

 

Forcibly recruited into MI6 himself, and armed with top-secret, state-of-the-

art gadgets, Alex is sent to finish his uncle’s final mission – a mission that 

involves a wealthy sinister businessman and his new tech creation: a super 

computer called Stormbreaker. 

 

The stakes are high and things are about to get deadly. . . 

 

Other reading related activities that you could take part in could be:  

• Read a book written in the year you were born 

• Read a newspaper article 

• Read a comic or a graphic novel 

• Read a book with a one-word title 

• Read a book based on a true story 

• Re-read your favourite book from when you were little 


