
 

 

“There is no such thing as a child who hates to read; there are only children who have not found the right book.”  

Book  Title Author A Brief Guide… 

 

 

LETTERS FROM THE 

LIGHTHOUSE 

 

Emma 

Carroll 

February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw 
and her little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. The only person with two 
spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper. But he's not used to company and 
he certainly doesn't want any evacuees. 
 
Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-girl, carrying secret messages (as she 
likes to think of the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has a secret of her own. Her older 
sister Sukie went missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to discover what happened to 
her. And then she finds a strange coded note which seems to link Sukie to Devon, and to 
something dark and impossibly dangerous. 

 

BRIGHTSTORM Vashti Hardy 
Twins Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word in Lontown that their famous explorer 
father has died in a failed attempt to reach the southernmost point in the world. Not only 
that, but he has been accused of stealing fuel before he died! The twins don't believe the 
news, and they answer an ad to join a new attempt to reach South Polaris. 

 

SMILE OUT LOUD 
Joseph 

Coehlo 

Twenty five original poems from award winning poet Joseph Coelho designed to be read 
aloud to project confidence , conjure happiness, make you laugh or cheer others up. Some 
are odes, some can be said as personal mantras or just poems full of words that you can't 
help but smile when you hear them. 
 
This is a book for any child who wants to build confidence reading aloud , or wants a way 
to channel their speech and drama confidence. It is a book to foster a love of words and 
the power that comes with the spoken word. It will show children how speaking a poem 
aloud has a certain magic, almost like reading a spell. 



 

 

GOODNIGHT MR 
TOM 

Michelle 
Magorian 

Britain, 1940. With World War Two raging all around, young children are being sent from 
their homes in the city to the countryside for safety. When eight-year-old Willie Beech first 
arrives on Tom Oakley's doorstep, neither are quite sure what to make of each another. 
 
Brought up in terrible poverty, Willie is terribly shy, and totally unprepared for village life - 
but the gruff-but-gentle 'Mister Tom' quickly takes him under his wing. Neither he nor Willie 
could ever have predicted the journey they will go on together - nor the unbreakable bond 
that will be formed. 


