
   Class Readers - Slow read High Quality Texts Linked to Topic 

Year group Advent Lent Pentecost 

EYFS Our Family, Ourselves and People Who 
Help Us 
Marvellous Me: Inside and Out (All 
about Me) 

There is no one else 
quite like Alex. With his 
special laugh, his grizzly 
hugs, and his own 
interesting thoughts, 

Alex is one of a kind. Presenting 
similarities and differences Alex has 
with others, Marvellous Me will 
encourage children to embrace the 
things that make them unique. 
A Squash and a Squeeze 

A little old lady lives 
all by herself in her 
house but she's not 
happy – it's just too 
small, even for one. 
Whatever can she do? 
The wise old man 
knows: bring in a 

flappy, scratchy, greedy, noisy crowd of 
farmyard animals. When she pushes 
them all out again, she'll be amazed at 
how big her house feels! 
 
 

Jack and the Jelly Bean Stalk 
Fee-Fi-Fo-Fum, I smell ... jelly 
beans! When Jack sells his 
cow for jelly beans, his mum is 
furious. But (of course) these 
are magic beans and soon Jack 

is on a big adventure up in the clouds.  
History – Monarchs and British Values 
Paddington at the Palace 

When Mr Gruber takes 
Paddington to Buckingham 
Palace to watch the Changing 
of the Guard, there are so 

many people in the way he can’t see a thing. 
Luckily, a mysterious someone ‘on high’ 
appears to like small bear. 
Animals around the world  
Geography – continents  
If Sharks Disappeared 

A healthy ocean is 
home to many 
different kinds of 
animals. They can be 
big, like a whale, tiny, 
like a shrimp, and 

even scary, like a shark. Even though sharks 
can be scary, we need them to keep the 
oceans healthy. Unfortunately, due to 
overfishing, many shark species are in 

Farming Topic 
Rosie’s Walk  
Rosie's walk around the farmyard, 

pursued by the 
hungry but clumsy 
fox. One disaster 
after another befalls 
the poor fox while 
Rosie goes on her 

way, supremely unaware of the danger 
behind her. 
Pig’s Might Fly 

The Big Bad Wolf is back 
and badder than ever! So 
when the Three Pigs 
enter the “Pie in the Sky” 
Air Race, he’s determined 

to snaffle the prize pies and have the pigs 
for pudding. Will the Wolf win – or can 
Wilbur save the day? 
 
Chocolate Cake  

Fantastically funny and 
full of silly noises, this 
is Michael Rosen's love 
letter to every child's 
favourite treat, 
chocolate cake. 

Brought to life as a picture book. 



Heroes Who Help Us 
Think of a person who 
does a heroic job. 
Perhaps you're thinking 
of a firefighter who puts 
out burning buildings, or 
a doctor who makes sick 

people better? These people are 
definitely heroes, but our world is full of 
lots of amazing people whose job it is to 
help us. From park rangers to police 
officers and from librarians to 
lifeguards, the heroes who help us are 
everywhere! 
Pizza – an interactive recipe book 

Simple yet accurate 
recipe text takes 
readers through the 
steps of cooking pizza, 
from dough to 
toppings, while the 

interactive novelty features invite them 
to participate in the process! One 
hundred percent adult-free, knife-free, 
oven-free, and mess-free, cooking pizza 
has never been so independent! 
Jesus’ Christmas Party 

A special new enlarged 
edition of the bestselling 
Christmas story told from 
the point of view of the 
grumpy innkeeper. When 
a night of angels, 

shepherds and bright stars keeps him 

danger of extinction, and that can cause big 
problems in the oceans and even on land.  
National Geographic Kids Readers: Penguins 

This is a high-interest non-
fiction book that combines the 
brilliance of National 
Geographic photographs of 
penguins with informative 
texts written to inspire, 

inform, and excite young readers. 
Handa’s Surprise 

 This is the story of Handa, 
who’s part of the Luo tribe 
in south-west Kenya. Handa 
decides to take seven pieces 

of delicious fruit to her friend, Akeyo, who 
lives in the neighbouring village. But as 
Handa wonders, I wonder what fruit Akeyo 
will like best?, a series of sneaky animals 
steal something from Handa’s basket, which 
she’s carrying on her head.  
 

Twist and Hop, Minibeast Bop! 
Minibeasts in all their glory 
gather in this brand-new 
book from the creators of 
Bumpus Jumpus 
Dinosaurumpus. Join in 

with beetles and ladybirds, ants and bees 
and bugs galore as they dance the night 
away! But who is missing from the fun. 
Superworm  

Toad in trouble? Beetle 
in a jam? Never fear -- 
Superworm is here! And 
he's wiggling to the 
rescue!But when 

Superworm is captured by a wicked 
Wizard Lizard, will his friends find a way 
to help their favorite superhero escape? 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Perfect for learning 
about how 
caterpillars change to 
butterflies. Its 
imaginative 

illustration and clever cut-out detail 
charts the progress of a very hungry 
caterpillar as he eats his way through the 
week. 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Twist-Hop-Minibeast-Tony-Mitton/dp/1408336871/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DLGVIJXI55L5&keywords=twist+and+hop+minibeast+bop&qid=1684494866&s=books&sprefix=twist+and+hop+%2Cstripbooks%2C121&sr=1-1


from his sleep, is there anything that 
will cheer him up? 

Year 1 Science – Animals including Humans 
Funnybones 

Funnybones follows the 
adventures of a well-
loved family of skeletons. 
These classic stories are 
full of humour and 
provide a great 
curriculum link into 

finding out about what lies inside the 
human body.  
 
 
PHSE/RSE – Friendship and 
Relationships  
The Velveteen Rabbit 

 When the Velveteen 
Rabbit first arrives in the 
nursery, he’s snubbed by 
the other toys. But the 
Rabbit soon makes 

friends with the Skin Horse who 
explains how toys can become ‘real’,if 
only they are loved enough. But when 
Boy is ill with Scarlet Fever, and Rabbit 
is thrown away, Rabbit finally discovers 
what it truly means to be real. 

History – Transport  
Mrs Armitage on Wheels 

Mrs Armitage sets off for a 
quiet cycle with her faithful 
dog, Breakspear, but she just 
can’t help thinking of ways 
to improve her bicycle. 
Before very long she has 

added three very loud horns, a bucket of 
water to wash her hands, a complete tool 
kit. And by the time she has also added a 
seat for Breakspear, two umbrellas, a 
cassette player and a mouth-organ, Mrs 
Armitage is riding a very eye-catching 
contraption.  
History – Transport  
Emma Jane’s Aeroplane 

Emma Jane zooms off in her 
aeroplane around the cities 
of the world. Along the way 
she makes a crew of animal 
friends who save the day 
when the little plane gets 
into trouble... 

 

Little Red Reading Hood 
Little Red Reading 
Hood loves reading books 
and making up stories of 
her own. When she meets 
a cunning wolf while on 
her way to the library, he 

convinces her to stray from the path and 
read for a little while. But hasn’t she read 
this in a story before? Perhaps it’s time 
she came up with a new ending. 
 
Man on the Moon – Day in the Life of 
Bob 

Bob is everyone's favourite 
man on the moon; follow 
him on his daily 
adventures. Bob has a 
special job - looking after 
the moon. He keeps it 

clean and entertains passing space 
tourists as well as giving guided tours. He 
knows everything about the moon and 
that there is definitely no such thing as 
aliens! 

Year 2 Science – Animals including humans 
The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark 

PHSE – Being Healthy  
Science – Exploring Materials  

Science – Animals and their habitats 
Dear Earth 



Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is 
like every Barn Owl there 
ever was, except for one 
thing - he is afraid of the 
dark. Mrs Barn Owl sends 
him down from his nest-

hole to ask about the dark. He realizes 
from his encounters with people that 
dark is super after all. 
 
 
 
History - The Great Fire of London 

The Great Fire of 
London 
 In 1666, London's 
citizens woke to see the 
skyline above their city's 
cramped wooden houses 

ablaze. This book is a hauntingly 
beautiful visual re-telling of one of the 
most well-known disasters in the city's 
history. 

George’s Marvellous 
Medicine 
Using some rather unusual 
ingredients, George creates 
his magic medicine. But will 
it stop his grandma from 
being so horrible . . . or will 

it shoot sparks out of the top of her head?! 
 
 
 
 
Geography – Africa 

Anna Hibiscus    
Anna Hibiscus lives in amazing 
Africa with her mother, her 
father, her baby twin brothers, 
and lots and lots of her family. 
Join her as she splashes in the 
sea, prepares for a party, sells 

oranges, and hopes to see sweet, sweet 
snow! 
 

When Tessa writes a 
love letter to the 
Earth, it's the 
beginning of a 
glorious adventure. 
She blows bubbles 

with whales, soars with birds and joins in 
with the noisy rainforest hullabaloo! 
Tessa wants everyone to know how 
special our planet is. She believes that 
there is a chance to save the Earth if 
enough of us share the message. 
 

Inside the Villains 
Internationally 
bestselling, oversized lift 
the flap book that reveals 
the secrets of the most 
famous fairytale villains. 
Explore if you dare! Take 
a look inside and discover 

the villainous tricks inside the heads of 
an ogre, a wolf and a witch. 

Year 3 History – Egyptians  
Cleopatra Must Be 
Saved  
 Cleopatra, the queen of 
Egypt, is in danger! But 
how can you save her 
when you're only 10 

years old and living far from Egypt's 
capital? This doesn't stop the Egyptian 
boy Imeni, his Greek friend Antinios and 

History – Romans 
Empire’s End a Roman Story  
A gripping Roman adventure 
told by a young North African 
girl who sets out on a danger-
filled journey to Britain. 
When, Camilla, a young North 
African girl travels with her 

mother and father from Leptis Magna to 
Rome in 207 AD, she believes that she is 
going to the centre of the world. 

PHSE – Positive thinking and aspirations 
Shy and Mighty 
Our noisy world sometimes 
feels like it's not made for 
shy people. This book will 
help children understand 
shyness and find their inner 

voice. 
 
 
 



their fearless new friend Cleo from 
doing all they can to save their queen. 
 
PHSE – Shared Responsibilities/SEND 

The Dog that Saved 
Christmas  
Jake is different from the 
other kids at school. He 
struggles when routines 
change and people's 
emotions are so hard to 

understand. Christmas can be even 
worse and often the festivities are just 
too much to bear. But when Jake finds a 
little dog lost in the street he unlocks a 
connection he's never had before. 

Geography – Volcanoes  
The Firework Maker’s Daughter 

Featuring wonderful new 
illustrations from Peter Bailey 
this beautiful fairytale is 
perfect for readers young and 
old. 
Lila doesn't just want to be a 
Firework-Maker's daughter, 

she wants to be a Firework Maker herself. 
But although she's learned a lot she still 
must get through the most difficult and 
dangerous part of her apprenticeship - and 
her father won't tell her what it is. 

Geography – Water Cycle   
Song of the Dolphin Boy 
This story from award-
winning author Elizabeth 
Laird is a great choice for 
KS2. When young Finn 
takes a dive in the water 
near his fishing village, he 

is delighted to find dolphins to swim 
with. However, the dolphins face a 
terrible threat due to the masses of 
rubbish floating around in their water. 

Year 4 Geography – Rainforests 
The Explorer 

 
From his seat in the tiny 
aeroplane, Fred 
watches as the 
mysteries of the 
Amazon jungle pass by 
below him. He has 
always dreamed of 

becoming an explorer, of making history 
and of reading his name amongst the 
lists of great discoveries. If only he 
could land and look about him. 
 
 
 
History – Anglo Saxons 

PHSE – Money Matters  
The Great Food Bank Heist 

Written with great empathy and 
Rauf’s trademark humour, The 
Great (Food) Bank Heist is a 
moving story that gives a child’s-
eye view of the increasing 
problem of food poverty. 

 
History – Vikings 
How to Train Your Dragon  

Hiccup Horrendous 
Haddock the Third is a 
smallish Viking with a 
longish name. Hiccup's 
father is chief of the Hairy 
Hooligan tribe which means 
Hiccup is the Hope and the 

Geography – Rainforests, maps  
Science – Habitats  

The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant 
Chaya, a no-nonsense, 
outspoken hero, leads her 
friends and a gorgeous 
elephant on a noisy, fraught, 

joyous adventure through the jungle 
where revolution is stirring and leeches 
lurk. Will stealing the queen's jewels be 
the beginning or the end of everything 
for the intrepid gang?  
 
History – Crime and Punishment 
Saxon Tales: The Shepherd Who Ate His 
Sheep 



Beowulf (Usbourne)  
Fearsome monsters 
stalk the moors of 
ancient Denmark, 
murdering anyone they 
catch. But then a 
warrior comes from 

overseas. His name is Beowulf. 
 

Heir to the Hairy Hooligan throne - but most 
of the time Hiccup feels like a very ordinary 
boy, finding it hard to be a Hero. 
 

In Saxon Kent the law says 
thieves should be executed, 
and soup made from a 
stolen sheep has been 
found in the Medway 
house. Young Edward takes 

the blame, but does his father know 
more than he's letting on? And can he 
find a way to save his son from hanging? 

Year 5 History – World War II 
Goodnight Mister Tom 
Britain, 1940. With 
World War Two raging 
all around, young 
children are being sent 
from their homes in the 
city to the countryside 

for safety. When eight-year-old Willie 
Beech first arrives on Tom Oakley's 
doorstep, neither are quite sure what to 
make of each another. 
 
Geography – Environmental 

Sustainability 
 Aubrey and the Terrible 
Ladybirds Aubrey is shrunk 
to the size of an earwig and 
travels on the back of a 
swallow to learn about 
‘The Great Hunger’. He 

discovers that pesticides and intensive 
farming methods are having a 
detrimental effect on the wildlife of 
Europe. 

Geography – Biomes and maps 
 Kensuke’s Kingdom  
Washed up on an island in the 
Pacific, Michael struggles to 
survive on his own. With no food 
and no water, he curls up to die. 

When he wakes, there is a plate beside him 
of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of fresh water. He 
is not alone . . . 
 
Science - Space 

 Cosmic It’s One Giant Lead for 
Boy-kind 
Liam is too big for his boots. And 
his football strip. And his school 
blazer. But being super-sized 

height-wise has its advantages: he's the only 
eleven-year-old to ever ride the G-force-
defying Cosmic rollercoaster – or to be 
offered the chance to drive a Porsche. Long-
legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind 
by competing with a group of adults for the 
chance to go into space. 

History – Stone Age to Iron Age 
The Wild Way Home 
 When Charlie's longed-for 
brother is born with a 
serious heart condition, 
Charlie's world is turned 
upside down. Upset and 

afraid, Charlie flees the hospital and 
makes for the ancient forest on the edge 
of town. There Charlie finds a boy 
floating face-down in the stream, 
injured, but alive. But when Charlie sets 
off back to the hospital to fetch help, it 
seems the forest has changed. 
 
Science – Living Things 
PHSE – Climate Change 

The Last Bear  
 There are no polar bears 
left on Bear Island. At 
least, that’s what April’s 
father tells her when his 
scientific research takes 

them to this remote Arctic outpost for six 
months. But one endless summer night, 



 April meets one. He is starving, lonely 
and a long way from home. Determined 
to save him, April begins the most 
important journey of her life… 

Year 6 History – Greeks  
Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief 
 

 Lately, mythological 
monsters and the 
Olympian gods seem to be 
walking straight out of the 
pages of Percy Jackson's 
Greek mythology textbook 

and into his life. Zeus's master lightning 
bolt has been stolen, and Percy is the 
prime suspect. Percy and his friends 
have just ten days to find and return 
Zeus's stolen property and bring peace 
to a warring Mount Olympus. 

 
Geography – Mountains 
Bigfoot Mountain 

Minnie is alone, high up in 
her favourite tree, looking 
out over a distant forest 
fire. She and her stepfather 
Dan are stuck with each 
other, living in their small 

cabin at the foot of the mountain after 
Minnie's mother died. When Minnie 
and her friend Billy discover four giant 
footprints on a mountain trail, Dan puts 
it down to hoaxers. But Minnie knows 
better.  

PHSE and Citizenship  
Wonder  

 Born with a terrible facial 
abnormality, Auggie has been 
home-schooled by his parents 
his whole life. Now, for the first 
time, he’s being sent to a real 
school. All he wants is to be 

accepted. But can he convince his new 
classmates that he’s just like them, 
underneath it all? 
 
History – Leisure and Entertainment  
A History of Music for Children  

Readers will meet along the 
way a diverse cast of 
composers, musicians and 
performers who all make 
music in different ways in a 
variety of different genres, 

from Bach to Billie Eilish, Mozart to Miriam 
Makeba. 
Why do we make music? Which instruments 
make up a classical orchestra? How does 
music affect our brains and emotions? These 
are just some of the fascinating questions 
addressed in this book, which looks at 
music's transnational and boundary-breaking 
qualities. All over the world and throughout 
time, music has been recorded and passed 

History – Shang Dynasty  
Tales from China 

This collection of Chinese 
stories begins with the great 
legends of how Earth and 
Heaven came into being. 
There are folk-tales too, 

about ghosts and rain-makers, poor 
students and magicians, and the man 
who was nearly made into fish paste. 
Throughout the collection, the author 
brings to life all the magic and mystery of 
China. 
 
Geography – North America 
Holes 

Stanley Yelnats' family has 
a history of bad luck, so 
when a miscarriage of 
justice sends him to Camp 
Green Lake Juvenile 
Detention Centre (which 
isn't green and doesn't 

have a lake) he is not surprised. Every 
day he and the other inmates are told to 
dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot 
deep, reporting anything they find. Why? 
The evil warden claims that it's character 
building, but this is a lie. It's up to Stanley 
to dig up the truth. 



down through different oral traditions and 
forms of notation. It has always been a 
powerful catalyst for influencing change and 
connecting people. 

 


