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Dear Families,

The first Sunday of Advent is almost upon us and in this week will payer together in ‘Hope’. We will also be linking that Hope to our first focused week thinking about the
synodal question, ‘What is your dream for the church?’ Next week our Mini-Vinnies will be leading the Synodal Prayer Station and collecting our pupil views at break and
lunchtimes.
5 Ways to prepare your heart this Advent…
1-Prepare room at the Inn: Make room in your heart for Jesus.
2-Clean out the cobwebs: Examine your conscience/ go to confession.
3-Hang new curtains: ‘Decorate’ your heart with hope and joy.
4-Get out the fine china and set the table: Let your attitude be one of enthusiastic expectation.
5-Open the front door and wait: Wait for Christ silently and in a spirit of prayer.
My Maths Weekly Championship- Year 2 are the CHAMPIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
COVID Guidance
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature then these can be managed with an over
the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good hand hygiene. They do not need to be tested and they or members of your
household do not need to self-isolate.
If your child displays any of the following COVID 19 symptoms: A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or A new continuous, dry
cough – coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual); or A loss or change to
their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. In the cases above, you MUST
NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a PCR test online or Call 119 if you cannot book a test online .Inform school immediately
about test results.

Please do remember to start to share your home learning successes and stories via MS Teams or @St_Norberts Twitter Account. As ever you all
remain in my thoughts and prayers. This week remember -we pray for Hope on this Sunday -the first Sunday of Advent.
Mrs Withers x

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK…
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. No-one is sure what Jesus meant when he spoke of the strange signs
in the sky, but we know that Jesus will come again and we know that God loves us dearly. Just as we spend a
lot of time getting ready for Christmas, so too we must spend some time to be ready for the time when Jesus
comes again. Advent is a special time the church sets aside for us to prepare.
The Advent wreath is a good way of seeing the weeks passing – a circle of evergreen branches, with three
purple and one pink candle. One candle is lit each week of Advent, with the pink candle lit on the third Sunday.
We know that Jesus came to share love, forgiveness and peace with the world. If we share these gifts of his
love each day by small acts of kindness then we will be ready to enjoy the celebrations of Christmas.
What are your goals and the hopes and fears you have for your future?
How are you preparing for the future?
Lord, we thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus. Help us to get ready to greet you at Christmas and at the
end of time. Amen

Right of the Week

School News
Advent 2: Encounter with us…
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter Jesus. We are being called to encounter and re-encounter Jesus
and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming
ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word or use the booking system to attend Mass at St. Norbert’s Church safely, stewards are on hand to
help and support.
Encounter
Our theme for this term is Encounter:
The definition of an Encounter is ‘An unexpected meeting’. We can encounter Christ in lots of different places but maybe this week we can think about finding Christ in those places we don’t expect
to. Maybe we should also think about how we can take Christ to unexpected places too. We can be the face of Christ to other people and by trying to live our lives like Him we can help other people
meet Him, even if they don’t expect it!
Every Catholic School has a Mission Statement – words, sentences or phrases that remind us what our calling is as followers of Christ.
Our Mission Statement: a love of God, a love of one another and a love of life itself
Weekly Mission: Why not start to prepare for Advent and set up an advent prayer space in your home?

National Non-fiction November
This week our recommended reads continue the theme of Heroes for National Non-Fiction November. The Federation of Children’s Book Groups’ annual celebration of all
things factual and with this year’s theme is Heroes we celebrate that not all heroes wear capes…and not all heroes are human.
The theme chosen for this year is a nod to all the real-life superheroes out there. Ordinary people and animals who do the most extraordinary things to make a positive
difference to the world we live in. Spanning history and from all around the globe, ground-breakers, freedom fighters, political pioneers, environmental activists, super
scientists, awesome authors, inspiring inventors, sporting superheroes, and rebels who have rocked the world.

Reading

Superheroes Are Everywhere by Kamala Harris and Mechal Renee Roe-Before Kamala Harris was elected to the vice presidency, she was a little girl who loved
superheroes. When she looked around, she was amazed to find them everywhere! In her family, amongst her friends, even down the street - there were superheroes
wherever she looked. And those superheroes showed here that all you need to do to be a superhero is be the best that you can be.
Protest! by Alice and Emily Haworth-Booth-An illustrated history of protest, from early Egyptians right up to the presentday – the book includes lots of heroes and
heroic acts / movements, celebrating the coming together of people to create change.
Survival in Space: The Apollo 13 Mission by David Long-April 1970: Apollo 13 was launched from the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. It should have been the third
manned Apollo mission to land on the moon. But when an explosion on board damaged the spacecraft, it became a perilous and near-impossible fight for survival. The crew
on board travelled further into space than any other humans before them ... In this gripping retelling of the astonishing Apollo 13 mission, David Long shows how courage,
determination and teamwork succeeded in beating all odds to bring the spacecraft home. Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant or dyslexic readers.
Writing Challenge –ideas for writing
Have a look at these writing ideas and see if you can use them to write either a piece of fiction or non-fiction
1. Write about the best gift you’ve ever received. What made it so amazing?
2. If you could visit a planet where would you go and why?
3. You dig the world’s deepest hole. What lies at the bottom?

Read more at https://www.factsjustforkids.com/weather-facts/snow-facts-for-kids/
French
What does it mean to celebrate Advent in France? The period of the Advent represents the hope of Christmas, when light conquers and expels darkness. The
preparation for Christmas during the four weeks of Advent in France makes the sad days of November into an exciting time, par ticularly for children.
The wreath usually decorates a table. It adorns front door or windows of a house as a decoration (without candles). Symbolically the round form of the Advent wreath
represents the sun and the promise that it will return after the winter season. As for the dominant green colour, it symbolises life, present in the rebirth which occurs
at the beginning of spring.
Christmas is a time enjoyed by young and old – but especially by children! Craft activities are a way to prepare children for Christmas and to help them discover the
meaning of the celebration. They can get inspired by visits to Christmas markets, department stores and churches (for the Nativity scenes) and by making their own
Christmas decorations, such as ornaments, tinsels, garlands, etc.

History
William Shakespeare
William was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564, during England’s Tudor period. He was one of eight children. During his
lifetime, William Shakespeare wrote approximately 37 plays for the theatre and over 150 poems! A large, open-air theatre,
the Globe in London, was opened for anyone to go and watch a performance. If you were poor, you could only afford tickets
to the ground floor where there were no seats and you were exposed to the cold, wind and rain that came in through the
open top. If you were rich, you could afford to sit in the higher-level, covered galleries in a comfy seat. He wrote 3 types
of play tragedy and example of this is Romeo and Juliet, comedy an example of this is Taming of The Shrew, and historical
an example of this is Richard III.
Source and for more information: https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/shakespeare-facts/
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Getting Outdoors
At this time of year there is a chilly crisp wind and it can be cold, but if you wrap up warm, nature is beautiful at this time
of year. The fresh air is very good for us and helps our wellbeing because nature is fabulous. Nature has and wonderful
way of making us smile and feel better especially with the cold days and dark nights. I have a list of ideas which you can
enjoy in your garden or with family and friends outdoors:
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·
Use petals and leaves to make natural pictures
·
Make faces using different materials
·
Build sculptures using sticks and stones
·
Create prints of leaves and sticks using paint
·
Make leaf rubbings using crayons
·
Stick natural materials to make a collage
·
Make repeating patterns of leaves, stones, sticks and petals
·
Research the work of natural artists such as Andy Goldsworthy for inspiration
·
With an adult and camera capture nature shots
·
Draw and paint natural objects in the garden
·
Collect items and arrange them into a ‘still life’ for drawing and painting
·
Create a flower press by placing flower petals between two pieces of kitchen roll and press them between the pages
of heavy books.
Source and for more information: https://www.wildchildadventure.com/blog/outdoor-learning-activities/
Geography
5 Twisting Tornado facts
1)Tornadoes – also known as “twisters” – are violently rotating columns of air that reach from a storm cloud to the earth’s
surface.
2) The winds of a tornado can reach speeds of up to 480km per hour! That’s strong enough to peel the roofs off houses,
uproot trees and hurl heavy objects, such as cars, hundreds of metres!
3) Tornadoes come in different shapes and sizes. Some may appear as wide funnel-shaped clouds, others as thin rope-like
swirls stretching from the ground to the sky.
4) The duration of tornadoes, and the distance they travel, varies. Most last less than ten minutes and travel five to ten
kilometres before disappearing. In extreme cases, however, they can last several hours and cross distances over 150km!
5) Tornadoes are measured using the Fujita Scale (or F-scale), ranging from F0 to F5, with F5 being the strongest and
most destructive.
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Pupil of the Week
EYFS- Frankie-Mae for her enthusiasm and determination to learn our songs with actions for the nativity.
Year 1- Marcel for beautiful work on outdoor natural sculptures
Year 2-Aiden for his beautifully crafted prayer to accompany his crafted church for the Synod mission.
Year 3- Chloe for always being ready to learn and challenging herself in all she does! Well done Chloe!
Year 4- Petar for his fabulous printing in art
Year 5-Micheal for his outstanding attitude to learning and contributions to class
Year 6- Maya P for excellent contributions to RE discussions.
The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness. Nominations are placed in the
heart that sees box in the hall and a weekly winner selected.

Mrs. Derewonko one of our governors came to our rescue and helped us as an additional adult with our Year 6 visit to the Baptist
Church this week. We are so grateful-Thank you ! xxx

Weekly Attendance:% Remember our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent
Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to report any families to the local authority whose
children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take un-authorised/absence or holiday. You must
inform us when your child is not attending school if we are unable to make contact we will conduct a home visit. Pupils
should be at school by 8:55 to avoid being marked as Late.

EYFS
96%

Y1
90%

Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6
97.18% 95.86% 98.33% 95.67% 93.57%

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Bebright-be-seen/
E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/esafety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campa
ign=121017-cam-netaware_LFS
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/november
SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or need help and support do
not hesitate to contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead Mrs
Withers and Deputies Mrs. Hibbert and Mr. Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address,
telephone number, or which school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social
media too!
2.Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember
to check the minimum age limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite
websites, videos, and online friends.
4.Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles.
Make sure to set side time for “unplugged” family activity.
5.Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and
that you’ll listen without judgment

Are your children using electronic devices and accessing the internet at home? Whatever
their age, the link we are sharing below can help you to find out more about what they
might be doing online and give you practical advice on the steps you can take as a parent
to keep them safe in their digital world.
Take a moment to look through the website and see what is advised for the ages and
stages of your child/children. It is really important that we all work together to keep the
children safe online. https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/

Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/?f3=10152#listing
Place to Be https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools
Mentally Healthy Schools hub by Heads Together
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/?utm_source=place2be.org.uk&utm_medium=referral
Our Time https://ourtime.org.uk/resource/explaining-mental-illness-to-under-11s/

Prayers Please!

Daily Prayers for Home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-2020-03-23
Sunday Liturgy for Families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/sunday-liturgy-for-families/

The Wednesday Word is offered to you as a new, weekly, special 5 minutes Family Time together. The Wednesday Word is a gift to families because of their
connection with a Catholic school. Wednesday Word Family Time presents an opportunity for even the busiest of parents to enrich relationships with their
children through spending a very special 10 minutes together each week. Every Wednesday a ‘word’, inspired by the coming Sunday’s Gospel, will be
suggested for families to talk about in the home. It is structured around the Sunday Gospel, because evidence shows that Gospel values really do help family
relationships to thrive. The Wednesday Word Family Time leaflet is designed in a family friendly fashion to ensure that all family members feel included. It
aims to be informative, enjoyable, and to help families maintain a special closeness throughout the school years. You can download your own copy from your
child’s MS Teams account where it is shared weekly or directly from their website http://www.wednesdayword.org/

Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

