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Dear Families, thank you to those who have kindly already been able to donate bedding plants for our small wooden lined planters to brighten the
playground for the children and similar flowers to those above to plant them with. We are also still seeking Daffodils, snowdrops, bluebells or similar
bulbs that we could plant down in our outdoor woodland area. If you are able to help or donate anything that would support our cause please contact
me and thank you for any help you can offer.

Can you help us?- Charitable Outreach
Mini Vinnies’ Refugee Collection
As you are aware there are many collection points around the country who are looking for donations to support Afghan refugees. As a school,
charitable outreach continues to be at the heart of our missionary discipleship, so this term our Mini Vinnies team will be collecting any clothes,
toiletries and toys to be donated to our local drop off point in Sleaford. If you are able to contribute towards this cause please leave any donations
in the school entrance.
Harvest Collection
Year after year we are overwhelmed by the generosity of our families in contributing food supplies for Agape Care Food Bank. This year, in light of
demand for food increasing, we would like to collect our largest donation to date to support our community. From next week we would welcome any
none perishable food donations that can be placed in the grey storage cabinet just outside the playground gates. We will aim to cover our school
stage over the coming weeks until our Harvest Festival Service on Friday 15th October.
COVID Guidance
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature then these can be
managed with an over the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good hand hygiene. They do not need to be
tested and they or members of your household do not need to self-isolate.
If your child displays any of the following COVID 19 symptoms: A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or A
new continuous, dry cough – coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual); or A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things
smell or taste different to normal. In the cases above, you MUST NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a
test online or Call 119 if you cannot book a test online .Inform school immediately about test results.
Please do remember to start to share your home learning successes and stories via MS Teams or @St_Norberts Twitter Account. As ever you all
remain in my thoughts and prayers. Have a wonderful weekend and perhaps I will see some of you at Mass on Sunday as we come together to
celebrate ‘Education Sunday’.
Right of the Week
Mrs Withers x

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK…

In Sunday’s Gospel the disciples are arguing and fighting about who was the greatest and the most important. This shows
they were concerned with the things of this world. They were expecting Jesus to establish a worldly kingdom and were
focused on who would be the greatest among them in that kingdom. They looked at greatness through the eyes of the
world, not through the eyes of God. The world says that greatness is defined by having a prominent position, being
successful, having a lot of money, being powerful, and more. But those things don’t define greatness in God’s eyes. Jesus
used care for a child as an illustration. It is not in the trampling over others and having a whatever it takes mentally that
we become great. It is in how we treat the most vulnerable in society that truly defines our greatness. It is, in fact, in
putting others before ourselves that we can become great.

Lord, you have made us to help one another. Help us to serve those we live with - our
families and all we come across in our community.
Amen

School News

Advent 1: Encounter with us…
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter Jesus. We are being called to
encounter and re-encounter Jesus and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the
Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word or use the
booking system to attend Mass at St. Norbert’s Church safely, stewards are on hand to help and support.
Encounter
Our theme for this term is Encounter:
The definition of an Encounter is ‘An unexpected meeting’. We can encounter Christ in lots of different places but maybe this week we can think about finding Christ in
those places we don’t expect to. Maybe we should also think about how we can take Christ to unexpected places too. We can be the face of Christ to other people and by
trying to live our lives like Him we can help other people meet Him, even if they don’t expect it!
Every Catholic School has a Mission Statement – words, sentences or phrases that remind us what our calling is as followers of Christ.
Our Mission Statement: alove of God, a love of one another and a love of life itself
Weekly Mission: In demonstrating our mission, both inside and outside of school, we can be the face of Christ and help others encounter and see the love of Christ. As
Christians, we hope that our actions will make others think of Jesus and inspire them to be faithful followers of Him.
Reading

See What I Can Do– Jon Roberts See What I Can Do! introduces a range of characters (based on real-life children) who each share an insight
about disability and point out the challenges but also positive aspects of their lives. A beautiful book that celebrates individuality, empathy and
understanding.
Real Pigeons Fight Crime - Andrew McDonald Three hilarious illustrated stories featuring the Real Pigeons – a motley band of airborne crime
fighters, whose mission is to solve the most mysterious mysteries! Not to be read under the desk at school, as the teachers will catch you when you
snort with laughter.
The Wild Before - Piers Torday Little Hare’s story is a prequel to the environmental and animal-focused series that began with The Last Wild.
Although the story's a sad one, this is a uniquely enjoyable book.
Writing Challenge
1: Write about an unforgettable experience in your life.
2: Write about your best school day EVER! ...
3: Write about teaching someone something you are good at doing.
Design and Technology Challenge
As we talk more about looking after our world and making positive changes to protect our planet consider how much food is thrown away at the end
of a week in your house. What meal could you create with the left overs? There are lots of chefs encouraging us to use our leftovers, Jamie Oliver
being one! Why not take a look at some of his creations at https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/category/course/leftovers/ Tweet your photos
Science dates in History
September 20
•
1842: James Dewar was a British chemist and physicist who invented the Dewar flask or thermos (1892) and co-invented a smokeless
gunpowder called cordite (1889).
September 21
•
1832: Louis Paul Cailletet was the French physicist and inventor who was the first to liquefy oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, and air.
September 22
•
1791: Michael Faraday was a British physicist and chemist who is best known for his discoveries of electromagnetic induction and the laws
of electrolysis. His biggest breakthrough in electricity was his invention of the electric motor.
September 23
•
1915: John Sheehan invented a method for the synthesis of penicillin.
September 24
•
1870: Georges Claude was the French inventor of neon light.
September 25
•
1725: Nicolas Joseph Cugnot invented the first automobile.
MyMaths
MyMaths Champions 2021 begins again this week! We have reallocated all children to their new classes and your teachers will be setting new
challenges and adding various homework tasks and activities to support your mathematic skills. Log onto your MyMaths account on either a computer
or an ipad and begin your championship Maths journey! I wonder which pupil or class will be crowned MyMaths Champion each week?

PSHE- Settling Your Child into School
It is not only children in EYFS that may find returning to school in September scary.
Many children of all ages may feel anxieties that cause sleepless nights, tears or
emotional outburst. Managing this can be extremely stressful and upsetting for parents
too. Below are three helpful ideas that could help ease those mornings. Staff at St
Norbert's are always on hand to offer help and further advice and support.
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1. Allow Their Emotions
Perhaps the most important thing you can do if your child is struggling is to allow them
to feel what they are feeling. Don’t try to tell them to “stop crying”, say “you’re OK, you
don’t need to be upset” or “you will be fine, don’t worry!”. These don’t help to reduce
anxiety, but they do dismiss the child’s feelings, which can add to their upset. Instead
say “you’re feeling really sad, would you like to talk about it?”, or “I can see you had a
hard day at school, would you like a hug to help you to calm down?”. Allowing your child to
express their emotions (which may also manifest as anger, whining and shouting, as well
as sadness) is the healthiest response here. Make sure you don’t add to their feelings
though. There is a difference between empathising and projecting your feelings onto the
child!
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2. Ease the Drop-Off
School drop off can be incredibly stressful for new starters. The hustle and bustle, lots
of bigger children, younger siblings and hundreds of parents can be overwhelming.
Arranging with the school for your child to enter the classroom before the main rush
begins, or arriving 10 minutes after everybody has left can make a huge difference.
Similarly, sometimes drop-off is better if somebody else does it, allowing your child to
say goodbye to you in the safety of home. They may be calmer when dropped off at
school by a partner or friend.
3. Keep Your Own Anxieties in Check
The time when your child starts school is a highly emotional stage for any parent. Try to
not add to what your child is feeling by keeping your own nerves and sadness at bay.
Anxiety is catching. If you’re really worried about your child, there is a high chance they
will sense this and it will undermine their confidence. Try your hardest to stay calm and
collected. Lots of deep breaths, positive affirmations and working through your own
feelings, so that you can be a pillar of strength and confidence in your child.

Pupil of the Week
EYFS- Nathan for settling in so well to class routine’s and using the visual timetable to explore the
day.
Year 1- Igor and Lilijana for an amazing aerial map of the classroom they created together.
Year 2- Othula - for her amazing written record of our class story including her beautifully joined
writing!
Year 3- Hugo for their excellent skills shown in their Maths learning this week.
Year 4- Dominic for his fabulous Maths learning.
Year 5- Matas for his super independent learning this week, a true role model to Year 5.
Year 6- Sandra for amazing vocabulary choices and understanding in English this week.
The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness. Nominations are placed in
the heart that sees box in the hall and a weekly winner selected.

All of Year 6 for deciding as a class to give freely of their time to help at lunchtimes.

Weekly Attendance:% Remember our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent
Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to report any families to the local authority whose
children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take unauthorised/absence or holiday. You must
inform us when your child is not attending school if we are unable to make contact we will conduct a home visit. Pupils
should be at school by 8:55 to avoid being marked as Late.

EYFS Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6
94.83% 95.59% 93.75% 96.96% 92.89% 99.24% 97.45%

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Be-bright-be-seen/
E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/e-safety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.

SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or need help and
support do not hesitate to contact our Designated
Safeguarding Lead Mrs Withers and Deputies Mrs.
Hibbert and Mr. Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

Make sure your child knows what to do if they come across cyberbullying. Encourage them to be an upstander not a
bystander with the Stop, Speak, Support code. Developed by the Royal Foundation, we've been working in partnership with a
coalition of organisations, including O2, and young people themselves. The code gives advice on how to respond to online bullying.
Use the link below:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campaign=121017-cam-netaware_LFS
Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address, telephone number, or which
school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social media too!
2.Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember to check the minimum age
limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite websites, videos, and online
friends.
4.Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles. Make sure to set side time
for “unplugged”family activity.
5.Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and that you’ll listen without
judgment

Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/?f3=10152#listing
Place to Be https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools
Mentally Healthy Schools hub by Heads Together
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/?utm_source=place2be.org.uk&utm_medium=referral
Our Time https://ourtime.org.uk/resource/explaining-mental-illness-to-under-11s/

Prayers Please!

Daily Prayers for Home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-2020-03-23
Sunday Liturgy for Families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/sunday-liturgy-for-families/

Mark 9:30-37 - “Anyone who wants to be first, he must make himself last of all and servant of all.”
Who is the greatest? Jesus warns the disciples of the dangers of pride and urges them to follow a path towards humility.
It is very normal to feel pride in an achievement, particularly if it is hard won, but we should avoid boasting about it, especially in a
way that belittles others.
The life journey of a Christian involves trying to become more Christ-like. It is a long, hard journey and a key part of that is
becoming more humble – less worldly.
The disciples, who were close to Jesus, found it difficult and so it is not surprising that we do too. Nevertheless, it is a path we
are called to follow.
We try, as in Colossians 3:12, to clothe ourselves in “compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience.” We try not to
look only inwardly to our own interests but also outwardly to the interests of the others.
As humans we are interdependent. We are also dependent on and must be good stewards to the earth our common home.
We are called to play a positive part in the solutions to the many issues facing humanity today. It is not for us to sit on the side
lines hoping that someone else will address these issues, but rather to become actively involved in accordance with our ability to do
so. And to do this in a selfless, humble manner considering the needs of others before those of ourselves.
Lord of all creation, help us to become more like you in our care for other people and our care of our common home.
Amen.

Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

