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Dear Families,

What Is the Candle of Joy?
Otherwise known as the Shepherd Candle, this candle reflects the joy that comes through Jesus’ arrival, and through the salvation he has gifted
us. During this third week of advent, this Sunday celebrates the passage Philippians 4:4-5, its verses extolling readers to “rejoice” for “indeed
the Lord is near.” Look for the ‘Joy’ this coming week…
My Maths Weekly Championship- Year 5 are the CHAMPIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
On Wednesday Year 6 visited the Dementia Cafe, they sang lots of songs which brought joy to the people who were listening. Some of the songs
they sang were :Christmas is Coming, Mary did you know and Silent night. We really enjoyed singing the songs and seeing their faces full of joy.
They had a great time and they hoped that those listening did too. A huge thank you to Tonic Health for their £25 donation to the schoolAMAZING! We are very grateful x
COVID Guidance
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature then these can
be managed with an over the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good hand hygiene. They do not need
to be tested and they or members of your household do not need to self-isolate. If your child displays any of the following COVID 19
symptoms: A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or A new continuous, dry cough – coughing a lot for more
than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual); or A loss or change to their
sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. In the
cases above, you MUST NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a PCR test online or Call 119 if you
cannot book a test online .Inform school immediately about test results.
Please do remember to start to share your home learning successes and stories via MS Teams or @St_Norberts Twitter Account. As ever you all
remain in my thoughts and prayers. This week remember -we pray for Joy this Sunday -the third Sunday of Advent.

Mrs Withers x

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK…
This Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent. The crowds wanted to be ready to welcome the Messiah.
John told them what to do. His words are just as important for us today, so that we too will be ready
for Jesus to come. The Gospel speaks of filling in valleys, smoothing hills, straightening the paths of
the Lord. What are some of the things – relationships, past experiences, social pressures, present
difficulties – that block the path of God in your own life? Do you need to make some changes?
How might you go about smoothing out some of the things in your life that make it difficult for you
to change? What voice is leading you to a change of heart?
The candle in the Advent wreath is pink – a symbol of joy as we look forward to Christmas. We might
think of ways that we can bring some joy to someone else who might be sick or lonely at this time.
Christ Jesus, as Christmas approaches, we look forward joyfully to your coming. Help us to share
what we can so all people may have what they need. Amen.

Right of the Week

School News
Advent 2: Encounter with us…
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter Jesus. We are being called to encounter and re-encounter Jesus
and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming
ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word or use the booking system to attend Mass at St. Norbert’s Church safely, stewards are on hand to
help and support.
Encounter
Our theme for this term is Encounter:
The definition of an Encounter is ‘An unexpected meeting’. We can encounter Christ in lots of different places but maybe this week we can think about finding Christ in those places we don’t expect
to. Maybe we should also think about how we can take Christ to unexpected places too. We can be the face of Christ to other people and by trying to live our lives like Him we can help other people
meet Him, even if they don’t expect it!
Every Catholic School has a Mission Statement – words, sentences or phrases that remind us what our calling is as followers of Christ.
Our Mission Statement: a love of God, a love of one another and a love of life itself
Weekly Mission: Why not start to prepare for Advent and pray for Joy?

Reading

The Snow Queen- By Hans Christian Andersen-This classic fairy tale story about friendship and the magic of winter is as enchanting as ever, and Lesley Barnes’
amazingly intricate illustrated pop-ups add an even more magical dimension to a wonderful tale.
How Winston Came Home for Christmas – By Alex T Smith-Designed to be begun on 1 December and completed on Christmas Day itself, How Winston Came Home for
Christmas follows Alex T Smith’s previous story about Winston the mouse in another festive adventure. A lovely Christmas story that's ideal for kids who love crafts.
The Boy with Wings – By Lenny Henry-A funny and exciting school story that turns into a wild fantasy adventure when Tunde discovers he can sprout giant wings and his
destiny is to save the world! The book is brilliantly inclusive and handles themes of bullying, racism, and the challenges of being adopted.
Writing Challenge –ideas for writing
Have a look at these writing ideas and see if you can use them to write either a piece of fiction or non-fiction.
1.
2.
3.

If you could give a gift to the world, what would it be?
What would you do if you got to visit the North Pole?
What are you thankful for on Christmas?

Free Christmas Holiday Clubs
Holiday Activities and Food Winter 2021 for school-aged children receiving benefits-related free school meals from reception to year 11. The programme provides
engaging and enriching activities, along with opportunities to learn about and enjoy new healthy foods, and enjoy a meal – all food, drink and snacks are provided. If your
child receives benefits-related free school meals See Lincolnshire County Council’s website for more details, including a list of participating venues.

Christmas through history
1) Did you know that not all Christians celebrate Christmas on the same day? In countries with large populations of Orthodox Christians, such as Russia, the Ukraine and
Romania, Christmas Day falls on 7 January.
2) The name ‘Christmas’ comes from the old English phrase Cristes maesse, which means ‘Christ’s mass’. But what about ‘Xmas’? Lots of people think this is just a modernday abbreviation, but it actually dates back to the 16th century! The ‘X’ is said to represent the Greek letter ‘Chi’– the first letter in the Greek word for Christ, Χριστός
(pronounced ‘Christos’).
3) Many of the festive traditions we have in the UK today came about in the Victorian era, such as Christmas cards, gift-giving and crackers, as well as traditional foods
like mince pies and roast turkey! Queen Victoria and her husband Prince Albert were huge fans of Christmas, in fact!
4) Christmas trees also became popular in Victorian Britain. But these were first seen in 16th Century Germany where, at Christmas time, people decorated fir trees with
fruit and nuts – and later sweets, paper shapes and candles. Amazingly, historians think the origins of this festive tradition may date back to the Romans and Ancient
Egyptians, who used evergreen plants and garlands as symbols of everlasting life. Wow!
Source and for more information: https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/facts-about-christmas/
Geography
Christmas is celebrated differently around the world. As some of you will have learnt in your Geography lessons, the weather is different across the world. For example
when we are in winter the Southern hemisphere where countries like Australia and New Zealand are located, it is their season of summer and the weather is hot. In
Australia, it is tradition in the weeks up to Christmas to join in Christmas picnics organized by various churches and sing Christmas carols on the beach. As Australia is in
the southern hemisphere, the festive season is during summer time and thus it is easy to understand that during Christmas time friends and family often gather at the
beach.
Source and for more information: https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/christmas-around-the-world.html
Help our nature in winter!
Here are somethings you with the help of your adults can do to help nature this winter:
Make/leave a litter pile - Collect fallen leaves and place them underneath hedges and shrubs, or pile them up in a quiet area of your garden. This can provide a safe home
for hedgehogs, and attract important insects for hedgehogs, frogs and birds to munch on!
·
Feed the birds Nuts, berries, seeds and grubs are getting harder for our feathered friends to find. Top up your feeders with sustainably-sourced bird seeds,
dried mealworms or wax worms, or [https://%20www.ecokidsplanet.co.uk/blogs/news/%20pine-cone-bird-feeder]try making our pinecone bird feeders.

Mr Delon one of our parents will be walking appx 10 miles surrounding Spalding on 17th December praying for our School, Teachers, and their families, children,
and family, and all other benefactors of the school. If you are able to donate and sponsor him, half of the funds raised will go to School and another half to
Project St Thomas within our church-What a fantastic fundraising effort-Any donations can be sent in an envelope to school.
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sun’s mass and size. Red dwarfs burn very slowly, extending their lifespan to over 100 billion
years. These stars shine less than others because they are cooler, and as they age they get
dimmer until they disappear. Unlike giant stars, such as supergiants and hypergiants, small
red dwarf stars do not explode. Interestingly, our sun is a red dwarf star.

Pupil of the Week
EYFS- Amira for her beautiful nativity scene, the angels took centre stage!
Year 1- Evie for always having a positive attitude to learning
Year 2Year 3- Nicola for trying so hard in her phonics and writing a really lovely story using her phonics to help her spell. Well
done Nicola!
Year 4- Kacper for his amazing Maths this week
Year 5- Chloe for her contribution to History explaining how WW1 changed Europe.
Year 6- Max for excellent work in RE throughout the Expectations topic.
The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness. Nominations are placed in the
heart that sees box in the hall and a weekly winner selected.

Maja S and Oliwia in Y6 for the Heart That Sees this week. They are both always willing to offer their time to do jobs that help out
around the classroom. Thank you from the whole St. Norbert’s Team xxx

Weekly Attendance:% Remember our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent
Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to report any families to the local authority whose
children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take un-authorised/absence or holiday. You must
inform us when your child is not attending school if we are unable to make contact we will conduct a home visit. Pupils
should be at school by 8:55 to avoid being marked as Late.

EYFS Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
97.44% 81.68% 97.67% 92.31% 98.52% 100%

Y6
90.55%

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Bebright-be-seen/
E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/esafety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campa
ign=121017-cam-netaware_LFS
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/december
SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or need help and support do
not hesitate to contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead Mrs
Withers and Deputies Mrs. Hibbert and Mr. Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address,
telephone number, or which school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social
media too!
2.Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember
to check the minimum age limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite
websites, videos, and online friends.
4.Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles.
Make sure to set side time for “unplugged” family activity.
5.Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and
that you’ll listen without judgment

Are your children using electronic devices and accessing the internet at home? Whatever
their age, the link we are sharing below can help you to find out more about what they
might be doing online and give you practical advice on the steps you can take as a parent
to keep them safe in their digital world.
Take a moment to look through the website and see what is advised for the ages and
stages of your child/children. It is really important that we all work together to keep the
children safe online. https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/

Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/?f3=10152#listing
Place to Be https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools
Mentally Healthy Schools hub by Heads Together
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/?utm_source=place2be.org.uk&utm_medium=referral
Our Time https://ourtime.org.uk/resource/explaining-mental-illness-to-under-11s/

Prayers Please!

Daily Prayers for Home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-2020-03-23
Sunday Liturgy for Families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/sunday-liturgy-for-families/

The Wednesday Word is offered to you as a new, weekly, special 5 minutes Family Time together. The Wednesday Word is a gift to families because of their
connection with a Catholic school. Wednesday Word Family Time presents an opportunity for even the busiest of parents to enrich relationships with their
children through spending a very special 10 minutes together each week. Every Wednesday a ‘word’, inspired by the coming Sunday’s Gospel, will be
suggested for families to talk about in the home. It is structured around the Sunday Gospel, because evidence shows that Gospel values really do help family
relationships to thrive. The Wednesday Word Family Time leaflet is designed in a family friendly fashion to ensure that all family members feel included. It
aims to be informative, enjoyable, and to help families maintain a special closeness throughout the school years. You can download your own copy from your
child’s MS Teams account where it is shared weekly or directly from their website http://www.wednesdayword.org/

Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

