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“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it”.
(Psalms 118:24) The God who speaks- Advent 1
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Dear Families,
Can you help us?- Charitable Outreach-Time is running out –Collections end on 21st October 2021
Mini Vinnies’ Refugee Collection
As you are aware there are many collection points around the country who are looking for donations to support Afghan refugees. As a school,
charitable outreach continues to be at the heart of our missionary discipleship, so this term our Mini Vinnies team will be collecting any clothes,
toiletries and toys to be donated to our local drop off point in Sleaford. If you are able to contribute towards this cause please leave any donations
in the school entrance.
Harvest Collection
Year after year we are overwhelmed by the generosity of our families in contributing food supplies for Agape Care Food Bank. This year, in light of
demand for food increasing, we would like to collect our largest donation to date to support our community. From next week we would welcome any
none perishable food donations that can be placed in the grey storage cabinet just outside the playground gates. We will aim to cover our school
stage over the coming weeks until our Harvest Festival Service on Friday 15th October.
Both collections are developing wonderfully -please keep giving what you can-if you can to help us serve the poorest in our communities. ‘To serve the
poor is to go to God.’ St. Vincent de Paul.
My Maths Weekly Championship- Year 2 are the CHAMPIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Year 2 - 200
Year 3 - 28
Year 4 - 43
Year 5 - 124
Year 6 - 80
COVID Guidance
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature then these can be
managed with an over the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good hand hygiene. They do not need to be
tested and they or members of your household do not need to self-isolate.
If your child displays any of the following COVID 19 symptoms: A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or A
new continuous, dry cough – coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual); or A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things
smell or taste different to normal. In the cases above, you MUST NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a
test online or Call 119 if you cannot book a test online .Inform school immediately about test results.
Please do remember to start to share your home learning successes and stories via MS Teams or @St_Norberts Twitter Account. As ever you all
remain in my thoughts and prayers. Think about which ‘Little Ways’ you can show to make a difference in our world.
Mrs Withers x
Right of the Week

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK…

The Bible tells us that we are to seek for wisdom and understanding, to seek out the kingdom of God. This reminds me of a
saying: Act as though it all depends on you, pray as though it all depends on God. God promises that if we seek him we will
find him. The readings focus on the choice between God and riches. It is not only riches in a material sense that we are called
upon to clear away from between God’s love and will for us and our own part in our agreement to live as children of God,
but also things such as our time and patience or attachment to anything that might distract us from God’s call to us. For God
asks us where our heart truly resides. We are to beware of trying to fulfil desires and feed appetites that can never be
satisfied in this world. Attachment to our possessions can lead to our being owned by them. How can we encourage ourselves
and the children to turn their attention from material possessions to the things of the heart?

Loving God, you created us to serve you and each other, and to be children of faith and hope; Help us
to turn from our cares and worries and to listen to your voice in our hearts.
Amen

School News

Advent 1: Encounter with us…
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter Jesus. We are being called to
encounter and re-encounter Jesus and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the
Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word or use the
booking system to attend Mass at St. Norbert’s Church safely, stewards are on hand to help and support.
Encounter
Our theme for this term is Encounter:
The definition of an Encounter is ‘An unexpected meeting’. We can encounter Christ in lots of different places but maybe this week we can think about finding Christ in
those places we don’t expect to. Maybe we should also think about how we can take Christ to unexpected places too. We can be the face of Christ to other people and by
trying to live our lives like Him we can help other people meet Him, even if they don’t expect it!
Every Catholic School has a Mission Statement – words, sentences or phrases that remind us what our calling is as followers of Christ.
Our Mission Statement: a love of God, a love of one another and a love of life itself
Weekly Mission: Why not add to our collections for Harvest and Refugees by bringing items into school, our collection is growing but we know we can find even more
things to share with those in need-The deadline is October 21st-Please give what you can.
Reading

Story Soup – Abie Longstaff
Siblings Ollie and Susie are cooking up story soup but can’t seem to agree on what should go into the pot. With each new ingredient they add, the
story takes an unexpected turn. A fun celebration of imagination and a great introduction to how to create a story.
Return of the Pests - Emer Stamp
This hilarious tale about a surprisingly endearing collection of creatures is the second PESTS adventure and will delight independent young readers.
A thoroughly entertaining read, enhanced by marvellous graphite illustrations, full of character and humour.
How Was That Built? - Roma Agrawal
Illustrated in fascinating detail by Katie Hickey, this is a truly brilliant book for any child interested in skyscrapers, big bridges and sports
stadiums. There’s a good level of how-to information here as well as a handy glossary.
Great Books Guide 2021: best new children's books
The Book Trust have produced a list of 100 great books from the last year. Our priority is to get children excited about books, stories and rhymes
because if reading is fun, children will want to do it. That's why we've put together this guide full of books we think are absolutely brilliant,
carefully chosen to engage and excite children all the way up to age 11. We believe that the "right" book is always the book a child wants to read –
and we hope this guide inspires you to find that book.
Follow the link below to discover these.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
Writing Challenge –ideas for writing
Have a look at these writing ideas and see if you can use them to write either a piece of fiction or non-fiction.
·
1: When I discovered there was treasure buried in the garden I…
·

2: Write a letter to your teacher telling them why your favourite book should be studied in class.

·

3: Describe a day in your life if you were famous.

DT Challenge
As we know we are thinking about harvest and I know you have been donating lots of goodies for others. As a challenge this week can you design a
soup using produce local to us. You will have to do a little research to see what is grown in our area or asks mums and dads. What ingredients will be
in your soup? What will you name your soup? Will it be chunky or smooth? Enjoy creating
Black History Month UK is a celebration of Black history, arts and culture that takes place throughout October every year. The event provides an
important opportunity to highlight and learn about Black history and heritage, and the way that people of African and Caribbean descent have
shaped our nation’s story.
Learn more at https://www.settlestories.org.uk/whats_on/black-history-month-storytelling-screening-forprimary/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtfqKBhBoEiwAZuesiGRs5uWgJh3KVgjyz2ht8ebm1cNp0c5xQzH-se9s_jc5WaXnV2NSdBoC1cEQAvD_BwE

First Holy Communion-Important Message from Fr Jim:
Families you have until 10th October to apply. You can contact Dixie Potter in the Parish
Office (01775 722056, option ‘one’, or email: dixie.potter@stnorberts.org.uk) or Sr.
Clarissa directly (clarissa.nwadigbo@dioceseofnottingham.co.uk)
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PSHCE Focus- ADHD Awareness Month
ADHD Awareness Month is a 31-day period of time, annually occurring for the month of
October, which is dedicated to raising awareness of and educating the public about
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. In raising awareness, the event aims to
dismantle any harmful stereotypes or misinformation, and spread reliable key facts and
information based on scientific evidence and peer-reviewed research. Each year, the
event selects a topic to delve into. In 2021, the chosen topic is ‘Reframing ADHD:
Discovering New Perspectives’, which, aims to address ADHD relationships and
communication, ADHD parenting, diagnosis of children and adults, treatment plans, and
co-occurring conditions.ADHD is a neurodevelopmental condition that causes higher than
average levels of hyperactive, impulsive and inattentive behaviour. The term
‘neurodevelopmental’ might simply means that some individuals’ brains develop
differently from neurotypical individuals (‘neurotypical’ meaning that they don’t display
characteristics of autistic or any other neurodiverse patterns of thought and
behaviour).People with ADHD tend to have trouble focusing their attention on a single
task or sitting still for long periods of time. There are 3 different types of ADHD.
These are:
Primarily Hyperactive and Impulsive ADHD: Hyperactive and Impulsive ADHD is the
most commonly recognised type of ADHD. Children with this type of ADHD may find it
hard to stay sat still, with an impulse to move around or talk continuously.
Primarily Inattentive ADHD: Previously termed Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), a
person with Inattentive ADHD is more likely to just display signs of distractibility and
seemingly unmotivated behaviour.
Combined Type ADHD: A person with this type of ADHD will show signs of both
hyperactive and inattentive behaviour.
ADHD Awareness Month is the perfect opportunity to educate your children about
ADHD, promoting positivity, respect and compassion for those with the condition. To
find out more: https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/

Pupil of the Week
EYFS- Sofia for her performance of our class song ‘Families are all different’ adding actions and music. A great
job!

Year 1- Max for trying so hard with independence
Year 2- Guste - is pupil of the week for her amazing and thoughtful rewriting of a Psalm.
Year 3- Evie for her amazing dedication to learning and supporting others in Year 3
Year 4- Finley for his excellent home learning about Rain Forest animals
Year 5- Wiktoria for her super learning and resilience shown in Maths this week when subtracting 5-digit
integers.

Year 6- Gytis for volunteering to read in Mass and doing an excellent job reading loudly and clearly.
The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness. Nominations are placed in
the heart that sees box in the hall and a weekly winner selected.

Maja P who this week received a letter from Balmoral on behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth expressing her gratitude for the
illustration Maja sent of her and The Duke of Edinburgh after his sad passing earlier this year. Amazingly thoughtful Maja xxx

Weekly Attendance:% Remember our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent
Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to report any families to the local authority whose
children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take unauthorised/absence or holiday. You must
inform us when your child is not attending school if we are unable to make contact we will conduct a home visit. Pupils
should be at school by 8:55 to avoid being marked as Late.

EYFS Y1
Y2
Y3
93.93% 88.28% 95.17% 95.3%

Y4
Y5
Y6
99.66% 96.25% 93.27%

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Be-bright-beseen/

SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or need help and
support do not hesitate to contact our Designated
Safeguarding Lead Mrs Withers and Deputies Mrs.
Hibbert and Mr. Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

Science
I have found this amazing new website that is
totally interactive with loads of fun filled
activities to explore. Have fun…
https://curiousabout.glasgowsciencecentre.org/

E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/e-safety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campaign=12
1017-cam-netaware_LFS
Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address, telephone
number, or which school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social media too!
2.Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember to
check the minimum age limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite websites,
videos, and online friends.
4.Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles. Make sure
to set side time for “unplugged” family activity.
5.Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and that
you’ll listen without judgment

Are your children using electronic devices and accessing the internet at home? Whatever their
age, the link we are sharing below can help you to find out more about what they might be doing
online and give you practical advice on the steps you can take as a parent to keep them safe in
their digital world.
Take a moment to look through the website and see what is advised for the ages and stages of
your child/children. It is really important that we all work together to keep the children safe
online. https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/

Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/?f3=10152#listing
Place to Be https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools
Mentally Healthy Schools hub by Heads Together
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/?utm_source=place2be.org.uk&utm_medium=referral
Our Time https://ourtime.org.uk/resource/explaining-mental-illness-to-under-11s/

Prayers Please!

Daily Prayers for Home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-2020-03-23
Sunday Liturgy for Families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/sunday-liturgy-for-families/

Eternal God,
Guide us in the steps towards a more compassionate, selfless life. May we always seek to support, welcome and live in
solidarity with our global brothers and sisters by giving of ourselves. Help us build your kingdom on Earth filled with
generosity, love and care for each other.
Amen.
October-Month of the Rosary

Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

