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“The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field”.
(Psalms 103:15) The God who speaks- Advent 1

Celebrate God’s Word~ Live God’s Word~ Share God’s Word

Value of
of the
the
Value
Month: November
September
Month:
FRIENDLINESS
DIVERSITY

Dear Families,
We have been able despite the weather to mark the Feast Day of St. Therese of Lisieux by taking time to plant the bulbs and flowers you have so
generously donated as families. It has been a wonderful way to conclude ‘Little Ways’ Week. We are still looking for child friendly planters and pots
for our playground so please do bring along anything that you think might be of use, the children have been getting an enormous sense of joy out of
working together to improve our school grounds.
Can you help us?- Charitable Outreach
Mini Vinnies’ Refugee Collection
As you are aware there are many collection points around the country who are looking for donations to support Afghan refugees. As a school,
charitable outreach continues to be at the heart of our missionary discipleship, so this term our Mini Vinnies team will be collecting any clothes,
toiletries and toys to be donated to our local drop off point in Sleaford. If you are able to contribute towards this cause please leave any donations
in the school entrance.
Harvest Collection
Year after year we are overwhelmed by the generosity of our families in contributing food supplies for Agape Care Food Bank. This year, in light of
demand for food increasing, we would like to collect our largest donation to date to support our community. From next week we would welcome any
none perishable food donations that can be placed in the grey storage cabinet just outside the playground gates. We will aim to cover our school
stage over the coming weeks until our Harvest Festival Service on Friday 15th October.
Both collections are developing wonderfully -please keep giving what you can-if you can to help us serve the poorest in our communities. ‘To serve the
poor is to go to God.’ St. Vincent de Paul.
COVID Guidance
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature then these can be
managed with an over the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good hand hygiene. They do not need to be
tested and they or members of your household do not need to self-isolate.
If your child displays any of the following COVID 19 symptoms: A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or A
new continuous, dry cough – coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual); or A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things
smell or taste different to normal. In the cases above, you MUST NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a
test online or Call 119 if you cannot book a test online .Inform school immediately about test results.
Do get in touch with the school office to book a parents consultation evening slot they are quickly running out. 01775 722889 Please do remember to
start to share your home learning successes and stories via MS Teams or @St_Norberts Twitter Account. As ever you all remain in my thoughts and
prayers. Think about which ‘Little Ways’ you can show to make a difference in our world.
Mrs Withers x
Right of the Week

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK…
In Sunday’s Readings speak to us about God’s commitment to human partnership and the welfare
of all creation as well as Jesus commitment to children, the model for all who belong to the kingdom
of heaven. We are made in the image and likeness of God. How do we reflect this divine care for
creation and our common humanity in the everyday moments of our lives? What are the qualities
that are important components of a commitment, qualities like honesty, trust, openness,
dependability? How can we show further commitment to one another this week and to taking care
of our world?
Loving God, You made us to be your children. Help us to love and respect one another as part of your
whole family, the Church.
Amen

School News

Advent 1: Encounter with us…
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter Jesus. We are being called to
encounter and re-encounter Jesus and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the
Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word or use the
booking system to attend Mass at St. Norbert’s Church safely, stewards are on hand to help and support.
Encounter
Our theme for this term is Encounter:
The definition of an Encounter is ‘An unexpected meeting’. We can encounter Christ in lots of different places but maybe this week we can think about finding Christ in
those places we don’t expect to. Maybe we should also think about how we can take Christ to unexpected places too. We can be the face of Christ to other people and by
trying to live our lives like Him we can help other people meet Him, even if they don’t expect it!
Every Catholic School has a Mission Statement – words, sentences or phrases that remind us what our calling is as followers of Christ.
Our Mission Statement: a love of God, a love of one another and a love of life itself
Weekly Mission: Why not add to our collections for Harvest and Refugees by bringing items into school, our collection is growing but we know we can find even more
things to share with those in need.
Reading

We’re Going to Find the Monster – Malorie Blackman:A lovely slightly fairy tale-inspired tale about a family with two younger siblings and a teenager
getting ready for breakfast, featuring the wonderful storytelling and word wizardry of Malorie Blackman and the illustrations of prize-winning Dapo
Adeola.
Grimwood - Nadia Shireen:Fox siblings Ted and Nancy live in the big city but decide to find Grimwood, a faraway forest where they can lie low.
Nadia Shireen’s first illustrated middle grade novel is a brilliantly hilarious and heartwarming tale, full of her trademark anarchic humour.
The Week at World’s End - Emma Carroll:Against the backdrop of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, Stevie finds a girl hiding in her garden shed. A
personal, inspiring story of injustice and courage set against the backdrop of dramatic global events.
MyMaths
'Habits of noticing': Three ways to watch the seasons change with your child

1.
Watch the different birds in the sky
The autumn migration is an astonishing avian spectacle during which our summer birds fly south and are replaced by species from further north than
us, like waxwings and fieldfares. If you often see swallows or house martins in the skies where you live, look out for them each day so you can bid
them farewell as the last ones leave for sub-Saharan Africa; in some years they can linger on well into October, and the cold spring we had this year
meant that many were late to breed.
2.
See what the insects are doing
Crickets, which can be heard chirping from long grass and dense vegetation as night falls (particularly in southern parts of the UK), fall silent in
autumn as the temperature drops.
3.
Look up at the Trees
Many plants and trees change dramatically in September, and we’re all used to seeing them turn orange, yellow and red, and eventually fall. Losing
their leaves helps protect them from frost damage and gales, as a leafless tree offers less resistance to wind and is harder to blow over.
Writing Challenge –ideas for writing
Have a look at these writing ideas and see if you can use them to write either a piece of fiction or non-fiction.
·
1: Write a story where the main character faces their biggest fear.
·
2: You discover a trapdoor in your house. What lies beneath?
·
3: Describe a mistake you made and what you learned from it.

The name pumpkin comes from the Greek word 'pepon', meaning 'large melon'. Pumpkins have thick shells which contain pulp and seeds. Scientifically
speaking, pumpkins are a fruit (they contain seeds) but when it comes to cooking, they are often referred to as vegetables. Pumpkins are usually
shaped like a sphere (ball).As a food, pumpkin can be baked, roasted, steamed or boiled. Pumpkin soup is popular, as are roasted pumpkin seeds.
Pumpkin pie is a sweet dessert that originates in North America and is traditionally eaten during harvest time and holidays such as Thanksgiving and
Christmas. 100 grams of pumpkin produces around 26 calories of energy
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the 1217 Charter of the Forest, the new Charter
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First Holy Communion-Important Message from Fr Jim:
Families you have until 10th October to apply. You can contact Dixie Potter in the Parish
Office (01775 722056, option ‘one’, or email: dixie.potter@stnorberts.org.uk) or Sr.
Clarissa directly (clarissa.nwadigbo@dioceseofnottingham.co.uk)

Geography Challenges

nd

rd

th

Make a Papier-Mâché Globe
Use newspaper strips and a balloon. Use coloured paints to show land and water and add
borders and labels.
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Make a Flag
Country flags are designed to represent the history or ideals of a country. Design a flag
that represents you—you can model it on your heritage, favourite activities, sports,
animals, or family.

Pupil of the Week
EYFS- Layla for always being busy completing class challenges!
Year 1- Andy for working hard and demonstrating lots of kindness
Year 2- Joseph for his contribution to helping and supporting learners this week.
Year 3- Alice for her amazing RE giving reasons when writing her prayer about God’s love.
Year 4- Martins for always being ready to learn
Year 5- Everyone in Year 5 for their outstanding class worship this week. Well done!
Year 6- Florence for showing mature leadership skills by supporting Year 5 in their worship and
organising games on the playground for younger children.
The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness. Nominations are placed in
the heart that sees box in the hall and a weekly winner selected.

Three girls in Year 6 came to us to ask to nominate Miss Bools who bought the all a Briars gift bag as they did not go on the trip. The
girls said this was so kind and loving of Miss Bools to think of us xxx

Weekly Attendance:% Remember our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent
Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to report any families to the local authority whose
children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take unauthorised/absence or holiday. You must
inform us when your child is not attending school if we are unable to make contact we will conduct a home visit. Pupils
should be at school by 8:55 to avoid being marked as Late.

EYFS Y1
90.33% 95.8%

Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6
93.29% 91.07% 99.66% 97.72% 99.22%

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Be-bright-be-seen/
E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/e-safety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.

SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or need help and
support do not hesitate to contact our Designated
Safeguarding Lead Mrs Withers and Deputies Mrs.
Hibbert and Mr. Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

Make sure your child knows what to do if they come across cyberbullying. Encourage them to be an upstander not a
bystander with the Stop, Speak, Support code. Developed by the Royal Foundation, we've been working in partnership with a
coalition of organisations, including O2, and young people themselves. The code gives advice on how to respond to online bullying.
Use the link below:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campaign=121017-cam-netaware_LFS
Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address, telephone number, or which
school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social media too!
2.Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember to check the minimum age
limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite websites, videos, and online
friends.
4.Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles. Make sure to set side time
for “unplugged” family activity.
5.Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and that you’ll listen without
judgment

Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/?f3=10152#listing
Place to Be https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools
Mentally Healthy Schools hub by Heads Together
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/?utm_source=place2be.org.uk&utm_medium=referral
Our Time https://ourtime.org.uk/resource/explaining-mental-illness-to-under-11s/

Prayers Please!

Daily Prayers for Home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-2020-03-23
Sunday Liturgy for Families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/sunday-liturgy-for-families/

Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

