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Dear Families,
Well, what a 2020 it has been and we have made it, we have reached the end of the year and thankfully as of yet with no ‘Bubble’ closures. Thank
you to each and every one of you for your adaptability, resilience and support in helping us to keep you all safe. I am sure like many of you we are
hoping that 2021 and the introduction of the vaccine starts to bring about change and a gradual move back to life more as we know it. Until then
please continue to help us uphold all of our safety measures stated in our school Risk Assessment which can be found on the homepage of our
school website. If you are planning travel abroad over the Christmas Break you must inform us, as many countries require a quarantine period of 10
days when you return. With regard to this ‘Remote Learning’ takes teachers a considerable amount of time to prepare in addition to daily teaching
responsibilities here in school. Remote Learning is only expected to be provided to children and families isolating due to COVID 19 positive test
results, symptoms or close contact isolation. It is not provided for circumstances where you have chosen to travel and as a result quarantine.
However the are useful parent pocket guides, websites and activities highlighted on our school website and we will place a general resource list on
the Remote Learning File in each class MS Teams Page. If you have any queries regarding this please do not hesitate to contact me
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk The only staff member that will be checking and if required responding on MS Teams over the break will
be myself, so if you have an urgent query please use my direct email above.
COVID Guidance
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature then these can
be managed with an over the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good hand hygiene. They do not need
to be tested and they or members of your household do not need to self-isolate. You are able to send your child into school and staff will monitor
and if they feel they should be at home then a call will be made for you to collect.
If your child displays any of the following COVID 19 symptoms:
A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or
A new continuous, dry cough – coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a cough, it may
be worse than usual); or
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste
different to normal.
In the cases above, you MUST NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a test online or Call 119 if you
cannot book a test online
Household self-isolates and inform school immediately about test results.
Also, if anyone in your household displays these symptoms you must self-isolate DO NOT send your child to school.
Although term concludes on Thursday 17th December please email (jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk) me if your child or anyone in your
household tests positive for COVID 19 over Christmas as I have to closely monitor and support the Track and Trace Programme.
Have a wonderful, safe and joyful Christmas holiday. All at St. Norbert’s hold you in our thoughts and prayers.
Mrs Withers x

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK…
Building a house for the Lord. Let us make a house in our hearts for the Lord of our lives. We could pray to Mary the Mother of God
to help us make such a place in our hearts for her son. This week’s Gospel speaks of an event that is very different from the ordinary
and Mary’s reaction to it. Joy is an emotion that is not commonly expressed, however Mary’s commitment is something else that is
not now common. Her acceptance of the will of God for her provides an example of obedience that has inspired the lives of
thousands of people down through the years. She is the perfect model of the perfect Christian. Accepting her call in life as God’s will
for her, accepting with joy, having faith and hope in the favourable outcome of this divine intervention in her life, without
understanding or questioning. We are told she pondered these things in her heart. How might we draw an example for our own
behaviour from that of the mother of Jesus. How often we question and worry away at something we are told to do, how often we
argue against some decision that we dislike or that inconveniences us, unwilling just to accept and live with it. Mary’s example is to
do the opposite. Accept and try to live with what life gives us. Think this week how you can say yes in your own lives to share you
love with others. To say yes shows faith and confidence in the person we are saying yes to.
God of love, help us to be your messengers on earth, showing your love for all people in everything that we do. Amen.

Right of the Week

School News

Advent 2: Encounter with us
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter
Jesus. We are being called to encounter and re-encounter Jesus and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus
and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming
ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word, join us for Wednesday Worship or
Mass in our Parish Church.
“Were not our hearts burning within us”
Weekly Mission: Encounter through visiting the CAFOD Daily Advent Reflections https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar
4th Sunday of Advent challenge Design an Advent wreath and create a Wordle for each candle based on the theme for each candle

Save the Children Christmas jumper Day was held on Friday 11th
December. Despite the challenging times many families face, we were overwhelmed by your generosity. We raised
£215.90 which is an amazing achievement. Well Done Everyone we really appreciate your support!
Recommended Reads:

Tinsel - Sibéal Pounder. In 1875 orphan Blanche and her friend Rinki invent Christmas, with a little help from a crowd of magical
elves all called Carol.

The After Christmas Tree -Bethan Welby
When Brian sees an abandoned Christmas trere on the side of the road, he knows he has to take her home. But his family aren't too
impressed - can Brian's little tree spread some post-Christmas cheer?

Christmas Writing Challenge

Winter Solstice Facts
Winter solstice occurs when the earth's semi-axis tilts farthest from the
sun. This occurs twice with the planet earth each year. When the
northern hemisphere is tilted farthest from the sun, which occurs on
approximately December 20th to 22nd each year, the northern
hemisphere's winter begins. When the southern hemisphere is tilted
farthest from the sun, which occurs on approximately June 20th to
June 22nd each year, the southern hemisphere's winter begins. The
maximum axial tilt of the earth is reached when the northern or
southern winter solstices occur. When one hemisphere experiences
summer solstice, the other hemisphere experiences winter solstice.

On 6 November 2017, on the 800th anniversary of
the 1217 Charter of the Forest, the new Charter
for Trees, Woods and People was launched at
Lincoln
Castle
– home to one of the two
The word solstice is derived from
Latin, meaning 'sun
stands still' and
was chosen because during a solstice the sun appears to remain still in
its position in the sky.
remaining 1217 Charters of the Forest. It now
When winter solstice occurs in the southern
hemisphere
it experiences
rests
in the
Lincolnshire Archives.
its longest night and shortest day of the year. The opposite is true
when the summer solstice
occurs, and the
southern
hemisphere
During
2017
we
reached out to all sections of UK
experiences its longest day and night.
society to define this new charter, and to build a
When winter solstice occurs in the northern hemisphere it experiences
its shortest day and longest
night of the year. The opposite movement
is true
people-powered
for trees. More than
when the summer solstice occurs, and the northern hemisphere
experiences its longest
day organisations
and shortest night.
70
and 300 local community
For days before and after the winter solstice occurs, the sun appears to
stand still in the sky at
its noon-time elevation.
groups
answered the call and helped to collect
over 60,000 tree stories from people across the
UK, demonstrating the important role that trees
Pupil of the Week
play in their
EYFS- Joshua for always being kind and helpful.
Year 1- Sydney for rising to the RE Challenges this week.
Year 2-Gabrielius for trying exceptionally hard with story writing and being independent.
Year 3- Kacper for amazing effort creating a beautiful mosaic.
Year 4 – Aman for amazing dance skills.
Year 5-Chloe for her constant positivity and hard work in all subject areas; rising to the challenge of
Year 5. A superstar!
Year 6- Kenzie for amazing woodwork, craft and hammer skills!

The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness. Nominations are placed in
the heart that sees box in the hall and a weekly winner selected.

To Mrs. Pilgrim and the Friends for organising our amazing Panto we were able to watch in class. It was amazing!
Thank you x

Attendance

Our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to report any
families to the local authority whose children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take unauthorised/absence or holiday.

EYFS
97.18%

Y1
95.00%

Y2
97.53%

Y3
97.91%

Y4
97.74%

Y5
96.34%

Y6
97.54%

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Be-bright-be-seen/

SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or
need help and support do not hesitate
to contact our Designated
Safeguarding Leads Mrs Withers and
Mr Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/e-safety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.
Make sure your child knows what to do if they come across cyberbullying. Encourage them to be an upstander not a
bystander with the Stop, Speak, Support code. Developed by the Royal Foundation, we've been working in partnership with a
coalition of organisations, including O2, and young people themselves. The code gives advice on how to respond to online bullying.
Use the link below:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campaign=121017-cam-netaware_LFS
Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.
Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address, telephone number,
or which school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social media too!
2.
Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember to check the
minimum age limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.
Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite websites, videos,
and online friends.
4.
Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles. Make sure to set
side time for “unplugged”family activity.
5.
Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and that you’ll
listen without judgment

Message from Mrs. Wild:
I am collecting plastic bottle tops for the Air Ambulance charity. If you have any at home that
you usually recycle please bring into school. I’ll place a box in the entrance of the school in
the New Year. Merry Christmas.

Prayers Please!
Simple videos about Advent:
-Advent in 2 mins by Busted Halo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC0FGQLBp7w
-Advent Wreath explained with Lego https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKpFoMaQSgE
-Prepare your heart in advent https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhBB5bwuzl4

How will you ‘Encounter’ during this time of joyful solemnity?
Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

