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NEWSLETTER
GOSPEL VALUE
OF THE TERM:

HOPE

‘I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.’ Genesis 28:15

The God who speaks- Advent 1
Celebrate God’s Word~ Live God’s Word~ Share God’s Word

Value of the Month:
November
DIVERSITY

Weekly Updates:

Our 2020 Poppy Appeal launched last term and is going really well so far, thank you to you our families for your generosity. We
still have fundraising time before the 11th November so please keep those orders coming in. We still have reflectors, zip pulls,
wristbands and snap bands left in stock. Keep those orders coming in next week and hand in to me on gate duty in the mornings.
Please ensure orders are in envelopes with the correct payment, as a cashless school we do not have a supply of change on site. All
pupils may wear poppies on their school uniform, please wear a poppy next week and especially on Wednesday for our
Remembrance Service next week. Year 6 will lead us through a virtual service.
Now more than ever we are more aware of those in need during these increasingly challenging times. With that in mind we are
creating a ‘ Leave what you want-Take what you need Table’. This will be a table outside school every day that at collection or
drop off times food items can be donated like Harvest, by anyone in a position to donate. The table will be outside all day, every
day so that any member of our school community can drive through and collect what they need. So look out for the table next
week and if you can help please do so.
Please do remember to check MS Teams for key notices and letters as we are trying to email less and keep all information in one
place. If you have queries for class teachers these can be sent to me jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs/sch.uk
or enquiries@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk and we will forward them on.
Have a safe and joyful weekend under these new Lockdown restrictions, taking time to look after your well-being and mental health.
As ever you remain in my thoughts and prayers,
Best Wishes
Mrs Withers xxx

Thought of the Week:
It is easy to be ready for something to happen when we know the day and time to expect it. Today Jesus
explains that we must always be ready for his return, even though no one knows when he will be coming. This
week’s Gospel depicts the imagery of the wedding banquet to which all are invited. But only those who live
with an attitude of openness and readiness will be allowed inside. This parable stresses the need to live in
the present with an eye on the future. Recall a time when you have had to invest a lot of time and energy
into preparation for an event. Can you recall an occasion when you have neglected to do preparation that was
necessary for an event. What happened, and how did you feel during this occasion? No matter how well we
plan, the unexpected will often crop up to throw all our efforts. Sometimes the unexpected can bring better
things that we could have imagined. How well do you balance the spiritual and the practical aspects of your
life? Think about the priorities in your life during this week and evaluate whether they need to be adjusted.

Lord, we know that one day you will send Jesus back to us. Help us to be ready to be with
you for all time. Amen

Right of the Week

Pentecost 2: Encounter with us through being a Missionary Disciple…
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people can encounter Jesus. We are
being called to encounter and re-encounter Jesus and his love for us. We are called to discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our
school exists so we can present the Good News to you our families in engaging and transforming ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? How
will you be a Disciple or Missionary? Perhaps share as a family the Wednesday Word we sent all editions home with you on the last school day.

“Were not our hearts burning within us”
Weekly Mission: Remember to think of those less fortunate, perhaps donate a food item to our ‘Leave what you want-Take what you need table.’
SAFEGUARDING
If you are concerned about a child or need help and support do not hesitate to contact our Designated Safeguarding Leads Mrs Withers and Mr Morton.
jenna.withers@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk
sam.morton@st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk

COVID Guidance-As we enter the Autumn/Winter season, we expect there to be an increase in seasonal colds/viruses in our school
community.
If your child is displaying cold-like symptoms such as a runny nose, watery eyes, mild sore throat and a slight raised temperature
then these can be managed with an over the counter paracetamol such as Calpol and by keeping your child well hydrated and good
hand hygiene. They do not need to be tested and they or members of your household do not need to self-isolate. You are able to
send your child into school and staff will monitor and if they feel they should be at home then a call will be made for you to collect.
If your child displays any of the following COVID 19 symptoms:
A high temperature where their chest and/or back feels hot to the touch; or
A new continuous, dry cough – coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs (if they usually have a
cough, it may be worse than usual); or
A loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or
taste different to normal.
In the cases above, you MUST NOT send your child to school visit NIDIRECT.GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS to book a test online or Call
119 if you cannot book a test online
Household self-isolates and inform school immediately about test results.

RHSE
Before half term we contacted all families with a parent survey for the statutory RHSE programme due to be
implemented this academic year. RHSE has always been part of the National Curriculum in a non-statutory format, but
as it has now become statutory, all schools across the country of any denomination are consulting and reviewing the
RHSE curriculum. As a Catholic School and part of the Nottingham Diocese, we have always followed their direction
and policy, including RHSE programs that have predominantly been aimed at pupils in Year 5 and 6.
Moving forward, we are adopting the Diocesan RHSE program and the Parent survey is the first part of that process.
As parents and carers, we are keen to hear your views so we can work in partnership with you to support the
development of the programme of study. With this in mind please can you complete and return the survey via email as
soon as possible. Thank you.
SPORTS UPDATE:Those of you who follow our school Twitter account (@St_Norberts) would have seen at the end of
last term that our Year 6 archers won the first trophy of our school sporting year! Although we can’t take part in the
usual events we have been adapting and entered the Elite Sports Academy Bubble Archery Competition against other
schools in the surrounding area. The score to beat was 90 and considering our highest score was 74 in the preceding
rounds it was a tall order, but the 6 children chosen to represent the team in the final rose to the challenge and
scored an amazing 104 to receive the trophy. Well done!
As your children will be aware, we are always trying to promote a healthy lifestyle. We take part in a Walk to School
Travel Tracker and received a lovely email at the end of last term congratulating our children, and yourselves, for
making 65% of all journeys to school as either walking or cycling. This is an amazing achievement and ranked our school
3rd out of 16 schools in Lincolnshire who take part in the same scheme. At the end of each month your child will
receive a badge if they have taken active journeys to school. We would like to encourage you to carry on with these
active journeys and see if we can raise our active percentage!

Article 13: You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others, by talking, drawing, and writing or
in any other way unless it harms or offends other people.

Firework Facts

History
4 Ancient Egyptian Tutankhamun Facts
1. King Tut was nicknamed the Boy King because he began his reign
when he was only nine years old!
2. Tutankhamun died when he was only 18, and his body was
mummified, which is how the ancient Egyptians preserved their
dead.
3. His golden coffin was buried in a tomb in the Valley Of The Kings
(pictured below), surrounded by 5,000 priceless treasures.
4. These treasures included a golden throne, crown and cobra,
pottery and big chests like the one pictured here…

On 6 November 2017, on the 800th anniversary of
the 1217 Charter of the Forest, the new Charter
for Trees, Woods and People was launched at
Lincoln Castle – home to one of the two
remaining 1217 Charters of the Forest. It now
rests in the Lincolnshire Archives.

1.
The Chinese used firecrackers to scare off mountain men.
2. The invention of fireworks led to the invention of pyrotechnic weaponry—
not the other way around.
3. Fireworks are just chemical reactions.
4. Specific elements produce specific colours.
5. China may have invented the firework, but Italy invented the aerial shell (and
also made fireworks colourful).
6. Marco Polo probably wasn’t the first to bring gunpowder to Europe.
7. Boom! Hiss! Crack! Some firework recipes include sound elements
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8. Fireworks are poisonous.
9. You can’t recycle fireworks.
10. Don’t worry, chemists are developing more environmentally friendly
firework recipes.

Year 1: Klaudia for amazing progress in writing independently
Year 2: Maisy for an excellent start to the new term, showing her readiness for learning and contributions to learning.
Year 3: Neha for always putting her hand up in class and sharing wonderful idea with our Year 3 bubble.
Year 4: Kristella for her fantastic work on perimeter this week.
Year 5: Jessica for excellent use of figurative language in poetry writing about WW1.
Year 6: Rosie for excellent manners, attitude and computing skills to showcase learning.

The Heart that See’s Award

To Inesa for showing a kind and caring nature, supporting another child in class with understanding their learning in RE.

Children's Mental Health Resources
Following on from last week's focus week here are further resources for all year round;
Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/?f3=10152#listing
Place to Be https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools
Mentally Healthy Schools hub by Heads Together
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/?utm_source=place2be.org.uk&utm_medium=referral
Our Time https://ourtime.org.uk/resource/explaining-mental-illness-to-under-11s/

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
Book Trust Tips for Reading
Relax. Reading together is not a performance. It's a meeting of minds and hearts. Enjoy it.
Read often. Pick up a picture book, pounce on a poem.
Read widely. Comics, cookbooks, poetry, picture books, non-fiction, novels, newspapers...
Read TOGETHER. Take turns!
Share your personal favourites. Choose a passage to begin with - it's a way of sharing a piece of
yourself as much as the story (but don't get offended if it doesn't meet with the reaction you're
hoping for).
Grab every opportunity. It's not always possible to snuggle up somewhere cosy! 10 minutes on the
bus, in the doctor's waiting room or while cooking can be special too!
Read with anyone... and EVERYONE - babies, siblings, aunties, uncles, friends, grandparents – share
the love!
Keep it going. Even when they think they're too old... children still love being read to. They might
even join in.
Record snippets... but BACK UP YOUR PHONE!
Feel privileged, because you are. Take every chance to share these special moments... and treasure
them

I know as we go into lockdown many of us will be missing those colourful firework
displays, but why not exchange a night out with a night in and make these delicious

.

trip hot chocolate Maybe your child could plan and design how they might decorate
the hot chocolate. Could they write an evaluation of how it looked and tasted?

JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Be-bright-beseen/
E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/e-safety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.
Make sure your child knows what to do if they come across cyberbullying.
Encourage them to be an upstander not a bystander with the Stop, Speak, Support code.
Developed by the Royal Foundation, we've been working in partnership with a coalition of
organisations, including O2, and young people themselves. The code gives advice on how to
respond to online bullying. Use the link below:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campaign=121
017-cam-netaware_LFS
Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.
Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their
name, address, telephone number, or which school they go to. Think about what YOU share about
your child on social media too!
2.
Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to
visit, and remember to check the minimum age limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.
Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about
their favourite websites, videos, and online friends.
4.
Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and
game consoles. Make sure to set side time for “unplugged” family activity.
5.
Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on
the internet, and that you’ll listen without judgment

UK Parliament Week
UK Parliament Week is a special time when people all over the United Kingdom take part in fun activities to:
learn about how the UK Parliament works, ask big questions, think critically and debate the issues that are important
to them! Children across the school have been learning about Parliament and what they do as well as engaging in tasks.
Some have watched live debates and Prime Ministers question time. It has been a great opportunity for children to
learn about and understand more about politics and how democracy works in the UK.

Prayers and Reflection Please!
This week has been a time to reflect on This Sunday’s Gospel… In our daily lives we can often lull ourselves into a false sense of
security. Perhaps we content ourselves with just getting by. Or maybe we take a lot for granted - the world, our work, society,
family. We don't usually think to carry any extra oil, but this pandemic year has taught us to be vigilant and the value of being
prepared.
Jesus taught this parable of the ten bridesmaids in the week leading up to his death, when tension was building and crisis was
imminent. We hear it again this Sunday, towards the close of the Church's year, when tension is building again, to focus our
attention on him, for whom we are waiting.
It was the crisis of the bridegroom's immediate arrival at an unexpected hour that separated the ready from the unready.

Lord, Divine Bridegroom, give me the grace to be actively waiting for you. Help me to look up, see and
recognise you, especially among those in need, so that I may not be a stranger to you when the banquet
begins.
Amen.

Daily Prayers for Home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-2020-03-23
Sunday Liturgy for Families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/sunday-liturgy-for-families/

Mrs. J. Withers (Headteacher)

