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NEWSLETTER

Gospel Value of the
term: HOPE

“He only is my rock and my salvation. My fortress; I shall not be shaken.”Psalms62:6
Advent Term 2

Value of the Month:
December

HONESTY

Advent Week 2 Art Challenge
For the 2nd Week of Advent we light the Bethlehem Candle for Peace. Try using your art skills to create an image of
the ‘Peace’ candle. Here are some more examples to help you.

We are so grateful to all of you for supporting our Christmas Crafts Fundraiser; with your generosity we have raised
£250 for art materials for each class in school. This is an amazing achievement and exceeded our expectations-Thank
you. Have a lovely weekend and keep safe in these cold and icy conditions.
You remain in my thoughts and prayers,
Mrs Withers

‘Prepare the Way’
The readings of these first weeks of Advent stress over and over that our lives are in the hands of a
merciful God, and echo the cry to prepare a way and a place for the Lord within our busy lives. In this
week’s Gospel the coming of the Messiah is proclaimed by John. Why do you think Advent is a good time
to think about our lives, what we are doing right and what we can improve on? Advent is a time to
journey towards a goal, “preparing the way of the Lord”. How can we do this? How can we make a space
in our lives for God and the things of God by prayer and thinking about God and the great work of Jesus.
Lord, you are all goodness and mercy. We are trying to turn our lives back to you. Help us to make space
in our lives for your love. Amen.

Right of the Week
for December
2020

School News

Advent 2: Encounter with us
It is Bishop Patrick’s vision that every church, chaplaincy, school and home in our Diocese will be a place where people
can encounter Jesus. We are being called to encounter and re-encounter Jesus and his love for us. We are called to
discover and rediscover Jesus and the call to follow him. Our school exists so we can present the Good News to you
our families in engaging and transforming ways. How will you Encounter Christ this term? Perhaps share as a family the
Wednesday Word, join us for Wednesday Worship or Mass in our Parish Church.
“Were not our hearts burning within us”
Weekly Mission: Make your very own Bethlehem Star and display in a window.
As we have just entered Advent and have been learning and reflecting on the important symbols that this season
brings, including preparing our hearts through penance and acts of kindness towards others. This week has been like a
trip through a theme park- It was always interesting- we have done so much! Year 5 and 6 have been lucky enough to
take part in online live workshops with performance poet, Mark Grist, linking poetry to gifts. In EYFS and KS1 they
are looking forward to their nativity play as it assures them that Christmas is near. In KS2 we are also looking forward
to practicing our carol concert as it gives us a chance to show off our singing skills and feel that one step closer to the
special day of Christmas. Year 1 have also led the whole school in worship about Hope during Advent- learning how to
plan, prepare and deliver a special message of God’s Word for us all. We miss you very much and we are always praying
for you. We look forward to seeing you soon.
St Norbert’s Chaplaincy Team
Advent Reflection-By Florence
On Sunday, the first purple candle was lit. This candle represents hope. Close your eyes and think about why it might
symbolize hope. It might be because Advent is one of the most hopeful times of the year. Or maybe it might be
because we need to have hope that Jesus is going to come. Our hope is like one of those unfolding flowers. Without
faith, love and God, our hope is useless (the piece of paper). But when we have faith and go to God (the water) we can
become a beautiful flower full of all the great qualities that God has given us. So, what will you do to share your hope?

PSHCE- International Day of People with Disabilities
(03-12-2020)

Article 14: You have the right to choose your own religion and beliefs. Your parents should help
you decide what is right and wrong, and what is best for you.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities
(IDPWD) is a day which promotes equality for people
with disabilities in all areas of society. This day was
first announced by the UN in 1992 with the aim of
advancing disability rights and protecting the
wellbeing of people with disabilities. According to the
World Health Organisation, around 15% of the world’s
population are considered to have some form of
disability. But all too often, the needs of people with
disabilities are not catered for by the society they live
in. The International Day of Persons with Disabilities
is intended to break down barriers to inclusion and
fight for the rights of individuals with disabilities.
This year's theme is 'Not All Disabilities Are Visible'.
The day aim to raise awareness of disabilities which
may not be immediately apparent but can still have
an impact on people's lives. These include mental
illness, learning differences, chronic pain and sight or
hearing impairments among others. People with
disabilities have been particularly impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic and the isolation and diminished
services which have happened as a result.
The goal for this year's International Day of Persons with
Disabilities is to spread awareness of invisible disabilities
as well as the impact that COVID-19 has had on mental
health.
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Pupil of the Week
play in their
EYFS- Gustas for his enthusiasm in phonics, spotting phonemes in the classroom and hearing sounds
in words. Keep up the hard work!
Year 1-All of Year 1 for working together to plan and share a worship for the school.
Year 2- Oscar for his interesting words and phrases when describing the sun.
Year 3- David for his enthusiasm, engagement and contribution to class discussions this week.
Year 4-Chloe for amazing dance skills shown across the term.
Year 5- Patricija for sharing a lovely reflection on the Nativity via Teams, using the travelling crib.
Year 6-Oskar for his determination and resilience in keeping fit and challenging himself to complete
the daily mile in a better self-targeted time. We are so proud of you.

The Heart that See’s Award
Each week the pupils can all nominate their peers in bubbles for this award, for those acts of mercy and kindness.

For the secret elves at school who have been busy. Whilst Mrs. Withers and Mrs. Wide were on lunch duty their
office doors were beautifully decorated-Thank you 😊

Attendance

Remember our school target is 97% and anything below 90% is Persistent Absence and can result in a fixed penalty notice. We are also required to
report any families to the local authority whose children have had 10 consecutive days absent from school or any that take unauthorised/absence or
holiday.

EYFS
95.95%

Y1
93.67%

Y2
96.64%

Y3
96%

Y4
100%
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Y6
98.06%

Cold…white…fluffy…wet…frozen: all of
these words describe snow.
But what is snow and where does it
come from?
Water vapour travels from the ground
to the level of the atmosphere to form
clouds all throughout the year no
matter what the temperature is. When
both the earth’s surface and the
atmosphere is cold, the water vapour
turns into tiny ice crystals. But
wait…there’s more! These tiny ice
crystals collect on tiny pieces of dirt in
the atmosphere. Sometimes there are
as many as 200 ice crystals clumped
together to make a single snowflake. If
the water vapour turns into water on
the way up (because of warmer air) and
then freezes again, the water vapour
turns into sleet or ice instead of snow.

Safeguarding Messages: Working together to stay safe!
JRSO Message
http://think.direct.gov.uk/education/early-years-and-primary/parents/7-to-11s/Be-bright-be-seen/
E-Safety
Visit our E-Safety page on the school website. http://www.st-norberts.lincs.sch.uk/e-safety.asp
https://net-aware.org.uk Or download the Net Aware app for android and iOS.
Make sure your child knows what to do if they come across cyberbullying. Encourage them to be an upstander not a
bystander with the Stop, Speak, Support code. Developed by the Royal Foundation, we've been working in partnership with a
coalition of organisations, including O2, and young people themselves. The code gives advice on how to respond to online bullying.
Use the link below:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-andcyberbullying/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Video&utm_campaign=121017-cam-netaware_LFS
Top Tips for safer digital living!
1.
Prioritise Safety- Teach children not to give out personal information, like their name, address, telephone number,
or which school they go to. Think about what YOU share about your child on social media too!
2.
Set Parental Controls- Agree a list of websites and apps your child is allowed to visit, and remember to check the
minimum age limit on services like Facebook or YouTube.
3.
Discuss their activities- Take an interest in their online world. Talk to them about their favourite websites, videos,
and online friends.
4.
Set Boundaries- Establish time limits for activities such as using the internet and game consoles. Make sure to set
side time for “unplugged”family activity.
5.
Be open- Let your child know that they can tell you about anything that happens on the internet, and that you’ll
listen without judgment

To find out more visit https://www.euroclub-schools.org/facts-about-christmas-in-france

Prayers Please!

This Advent, things are different from usual. The usual busyness of the season has been quieted by the need to continue to
keep our distance from others.
Maybe this means that we have space to reflect on the true meaning of the season.
Merciful God,
You sent John the Baptist to preach repentance.
Forgive us for the times we have done wrong,
when we have hurt other people
and damaged our earth.
Lead us to make a change, to live differently,
preparing a way and making your paths straight.
Amen.

Mrs.J.Withers (Headteacher)

